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14 ARTHUR Xix di “t. ' THE THIRTEENTH TRIBE 15
Where the great eastern powers of the m ’1’ . in the region north of the Caucasus, Byzantium, the
fronted each other. It acted as a buffer ~ bulwark of European civilization in the east, would
Byzantmm against invasions by the lusty buhni\- #1F have found itself outflanked by the Arabs, and the
ian tribesmen of the northern steppes-—Bum & . history of Ckristendom and Islam might well have
Magyars, Pechenegs, etc.—and, later, the Vm been very different from what we know.?
and the Russians. Buteqnally orevcnmoreimpm- |
tant both from the point of view of Byzantine diplo- It is perhaps not surprising, given these circum-
macy and of European history, is the fact that the stances, that in 732—after a resounding Khazar
Khazar armies effectively blocked the Arab ava- j iyictory over the Arabs—the future Emperor
lanche in its most devastating early stages, and thus Constantine V married a Khazar princess. In due
prevented the Muslim conquest of Eastern Europe. ' time their son became the Emperor Leo IV, known
Professor Dunlop of Columbia University, a lem - ‘as Leo the Khazar.
anthontyon the history of the Khazars, hasgivnm | Ironically, the last battle in the war, Ap 737,
concise summary of this decisive yet virtually h- § ended in a Khazar defeat. But by that time the im-
known episode: petus of the Muslim Holy War was spent, the
|
!
|
of the Arabs and the Khazars, which lasted " {
than a hundred years, though little known, have tht

Caliphate was rocked by internal dissensions, and
the Arab invaders retraced their steps across the
Caucasus without having gained a permanent
foothold in the north, whereas the Khazars became

cohsiderable historical importance. The anh i

Charles Martel on the field ofTomtnmedth

of Arab invasion. At about the same time the t

mnumpeinme«nmhmnyuum...’ :

more powerful than they had previously been.
A few years later, probably Ap 740, the King, his
victorious Muslims were met and held by the fi
- of the Khazar kingdom. . Itan...i

court and the military ruling class embraced the
bedoubtedthatbmforﬂuenstenceofdl

The Khazar country . ..layacrossthewmﬂ“
lineofadvaneeoftheAmb&Withmafewyumﬂ_*
the death of Muhammad (AD 632) theumiuetm
Caliphate, sweeping northward through the wreckage
oftwoempxresandcarrymgallbeforetbem.m“
the great mountain barrier of the Caucasus. This bar-
rier once passed, theroadlayopentothellndl&/
eastern Europe. As it was, on the line of the Cau-
camatheAmbsmettheformofanorganmdmﬁt £
tary power which effectively prevented them
extending their conquests in this direction. The

1

Jewish faith, and Judaism became the state religion
of the Khazars. No doubt their contemporaries were
as astonished by this decision as modern scholars
‘were when they came across the evidence in the
Arab, Byzantine, Russian and Hebrew sources. One
‘of the most recent comments is to be found in a
work by the Hungarian Marxist historian, Dr. Antal
Bartha. His book on The Magyar Society in the
ghth and Ninth Centuries* has several chapters on
th Khmrs, as during most of that period the Hun-
garians were ruled by them. Yet their conversion to
‘ndaism is discussed in a single paragraph, with ob-
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® vious embarrassment. It reads:
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= The startling new discovery about the
true ancestry of the Jewish people . .
"It will cause a stir!" —John Barkham HeweWs

NP Koestler
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. the editor with whom I have never quarrelled,
~and who suggested the title for this book.

-





