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fist of tjje CItrgg of tlje giottse of Illinois,
FOK THE CONVEISTTION OF 1856.
Rt. Rev. HENRY JOHN ■WHITEHOUSE, D.D., Bishop of the Diocese, and President of
Jubilee College. Rev. ADAMS, ELI, Rector of St. Paul's Church, Peru, and St Mark's Church, La Salle. Rev. BARCLAY, CUTHBERT C, Deacon, Minister of Grace Church, Rock Island County;
Missionary. Rev. benedict, THOMAS N., Rector of Grace Church, Galena. Rev. BENSON, JOHN, Rector of Christ Church, Limestone, and Calvary Church, Farm
iugton; Missionary. Rev. BENTLEY, JAMES, Rector of St. Paul's Church, Lee Centre; Missionary. Rev. bishop, HIRAM N., Rector of St. John's Church, Chicago. Rev. BOSTWICK, WILLIAM L., Rector of St. John's Church, Lockport. Rev. chase, DUDLEY, Rector of the Church of the Atonement, Chicago. Rev. CHASE, PHILANDEK, Minister at Wyoming. Rev. chase, SAMUEL, D.D., Vice President of Jubilee College, and South Carolina I'ro
fessor of Ancient Languages. Rev. CLARK, ANSON, Rector of Emanuel Church, Rockford. Rev. CLARK, CHARLES P., Kcctor of Christ Church, Ottawa. Rev. OLARK, JOHN W., Rector of Grace Church, Chicago. Rev. CLARKSON. ROBERT H., D.D., Rector of St. James' Church, Chicago. Rev. CRACRAFT, JOHN W., Rector of St. Paul's Church, Peoria. *Rev. DE WOLF, ERASTUS, Philadelphia.
Rev. dresser, CHARLES, Chaplain of Jubilee College, and Profos.sor of Belles Lettres.' Rev. dresser, DAVID WALKER, Deacon, Minister of Christ Church, Waverly, and
parts adjacent; Blissionary. Rev. FARMAR, HUGH H. B., of the Diocese of Gloucester and Bristol, England. Rev. FREEMAN, LYMAN N., Rector of St. Paul's Church, Warsaw. Rev. GIDDINGE, GEORGE P., D.D., Rector of St. John's Church, Quincy. Rev. GOODALE, SAMUEL, Rector of Trinity Church, Rock Island; Missionary. Rev. GRISWOLD, ASA, Chicago. *Rev. HUTCIIINS, BENJAMIN, Albion.
Rev. KELLY, CHARLES V., Rector of Christ Church, Chicago. Rev. LOCKE, JAMES DE WITT CLINTON, Rector of Christ Church, Joliet. *Rev. MAYO, JOSEPH, residing near Kickapoo. Uev. McMASTERS, S. Y., LL.D., Rector of St. Paul's Church, Alton. Rev. miller, ORRIN, Bonus Prairie. Rev. MITCHELL, WILLIAM, M.D., Rector of St. Mark's Church, Chester.
List of Clergy.
Rev. MORRISON, THEODORE N , Rector of Trinity Church, Jacksonville.
Rev. NASH, FRANCIS B., Rector of Zion Church, ProviLlence, and St. Jude's, Tiskilwa;
Mis.-iionary. Rev. NASII, RODNEY S., Rector of Trinity Church, Aurora, and St. John's Church,
Oswego; Missionary. Rev. NASII, SYLVESTER, Rector of Christ I'hurch, Waukegan. Rev. NIGLAS, JOHN, Missionary to Germans in Peoria county. Rev. PIERSON, JOSEPH W., Rector of St. Paul's Church, Springfield. Rev. PORTER, GEORGE S., Jubilee College, Rector of Zion Church, Brimtield; Missionary. Rev. PULFORD, SAMUEL D., Woodstock and Marengo; Missionary. *Rev. REIGIILEY, CHARLES, D.D., President of Jefferson College, Mississippi. Rev. RYALL, ROBERT, Rector of St. Stephen's Church, Pittsfield. Rev. SAYRES, GEORGE, Rector of St. Paul's Church, Pekin. Ret. SMALLWOOD, WILLIAM A., D.D., Rector of Trinity Church, Chicago. Rev. TODD, CHARLES J., Rector of St. Peter's Church, Grand De Tour, and St. Luke's,
Di.xon. Rev. UNONIUS, GUSTAF, Rector of St. Ansgarius Church, Chicago. Rev. WARNER, ABRAHAM J., Rector of St. Andrew's Church, Farm Ridge; Missionary. Rev. WATERBDRY, JULIUS H., Rector of Calvary Church, Batavia, St. Mark's Geneva,
and St. Peter's, Sycamore; Missionary. Rev. WELTON, X. ALANSON, Missionary at Cambridge.
Total, Forty-Eight. Certified,
HENRY J. WHITEHOUSE,
Bishop of the Biocese ef Illinois. Cnic.iGO, September 9, 1856.
* Not entitled to seats in Convention.
JOURNAL
Church of the Atonement, Chicago, ) September im, A. D. 1856. \
The Nineteenth Annual Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the Diocese of Illinois, assembled for organization and business, this 10th day of September, A. D. 1856, in the Church of the Atonement, Chicago.
The Convention was opened with Divine service. The Rev. Joseph W. Pierson, Rev. Dr. Mitchell and the Rev. Dr. McMasters read Morning Prayers. The Sermon was preached by the Rev. A. J. Warner. The Bishop held an Ordination, and admitted to the Holy Order of Priests the Rev. James De Witt Clinton Locke, Deacon. The candidate was presented by the Rev. Dr. Chase.
The Holy Communion was administered by the Rt. Rev. the Bishop of the Diocese, assisted by the Rev. Dr. Chase and the Rev. Mr. Dresser.
The Convention was called to order, and the Secretary proceeded to call the names of the Clergy, from the list furnished by the Bishop, when the following responded to their names and took their seats:
Rev. Eli Adams, Rev. Dudley Chase, " C. C. Barclay, M.D., " Philander Chase,
" Hiram N. Bishop, " Samuel Chase, D.D.,
" William L. Bostwick, " Anson Clark,
Kev. Charles P. Clavk, Rev. William Mitchell, M.D.,
" John W. Clark, " Theodore N. Morrison,
" Robert H. Clarkson, D.D., " Francis B. Nash,
" John W. Cracraft, " Rodney S. Nash,
" Charles Dresser, " Sylvester Nash,
" David W. Dresser, " Joseph W. Pierson,
" Geo. P. Giddingo, D.D., " Samuel D. Pulford,
" Samuel Goodale, " Robert Ryall,
" Asa Griswold, " Wm. A. Smallwood, D.D.,
" C. V. Kelly, " Gustaf Unonius,
" J. DeW. C. Locke, " Abraham J. Warner,
" S. Y. McMasters, LL.D., " Julius H. Waterbury,
" Orrin Miller, " X. Alanson Welton.
There appearing a canonical number of clergy in attendance, the certificates of lay delegates were then called for, and the Eev. Dr. Clarkson and the Rev. Anson Clark were appointed a committee on the Testimonials of Lay Delegates, who, after due examination, reported favorably on the following :
St. James\ Chicago—John H. Kinzic, John Rogers, J. P. Clarkson,
C. R. Larrabee. Trinity, Chicago—D. J. Ely, James A. Parsons, James Hankey. Grace, Chicago—J. W. Chickering, J. Brinckcrhoff, W.W. Saltonstall,
H. W. Zimmerman, H. Ritchie, A. E. Neely. Atonement, Chicago—Reuben Taylor, H. S. Jennings, E. Varian. St. A7isgarius, Chicago—N. B. Loberg, Charles Billings, Andrew
Johnson, Andrew Larson. Christ, JRobin^s Nest—John R. West.
St. Thomas'', Alorris—B. M. Atherton, A. Bennett, John Ryall. St. Paul's, Springjield—L. S. Warner, J. S. Bradford, R. P. Johnson. Calvary, Farmington—S. C. Judd, Samuel Wilkinson, F. A. Warner,
John Wilkinson. St. Mark's, Chester—R. B. Servant, John Swanwick. Trinity, Jaclisonville—B. Gillette. St. Peter's, Sycamore—Isxac Johnson, L-a G. Ketchum. Zion, Brimfeld—W. W. Church. Christ, Waverly—J. G. M. AUis. St. Paul's, Peru—N. Young. St. Andrew's, Fann Ridge—John Yocum. Trinity, Aurora—P. A. Allaire, Samuel Hoyles, Ephraim Smith,
B. L. Scott. Calvary, Batavia—Richard Brantford, S. F. Clark. Christ, Limestone—John Pennington, James Clark.
The names of the lay delegates duly appointed
being called, the following answered and took their
seats:
John H. Kinzie, John liogers, J. P. Clarkson, 0. li. Larrabcc—*S'^.
James\ Chicago. James A. Parsons—Trinity, Chicago.
J. W. Chickering,! J. W. BrinckerbofF, H. Ritchie—Grace, Chicago. Eeubcn Taylor, H. S. Jennings, E. Varian—Atonement, Chicago. N. B. Loberg, Andrew Johnson—St. Ansgarlus, Chicago. John 11. West—Christ, Robin''s Nest.
A. Bennett—St. Thomas', Morris.
L. S. Warner, R. P. Johnson—St. Paxil's, Springfield. Samuel Wilkinson—Calvary, Farmington. R. B. Servant—St. Mark's, Chester.
B. Gillette—Trinity, Jacksonville.
Isaac Johnson, Ira G. Ketchum—»S'^. Peter's, Sycamore.
W. W. Church—^io/i, Brimfield.
S. G. M. Allis—0^m«, Waverly.
N. Young—St. Paul's, Peru..
Yocum John—St. Andrew's, Farm Ridge.
Richard Brantford, S. F. Clark—Calvary, Butavia.
There being a canonical number of lay delegates present, thus constituting a quorum in both orders, the House was declared to be fully organized.
The election of Secretary being next in order, the Rev. Dr. Chase declined a re-election.
The House then proceeded to ballot for Secretary. The tellers appointed for the clerical vote, were: Rev. F. B. Nash, H. S. Jennings, Esq.,
The tellers appointed for the lay vote, were:
Rev. J. W. Clark, Mr. R. P. Johnson.
The report of the tellers showing a majority for the Rev. Joseph W. Pierson, he was declared duly elected. The Rev. Joseph W. Pierson declining the office, the Rev. Samuel D. Pulford was, on renewed ballot, elected.
On motion, unanimously
Resolved, That the Convention desire, on the retirement of the late Secretary, by his own request, from his duties, to express the deep sense of their gratitude to him for his \on" and arduous laljors.
A communication was then read, from the Rock Island Raih^oad Company, inviting this Convention to take an excursion upon their road; which invitation was accepted, with the thanks of the Convention.
On motion.
Resolved, That clergymen present, not entitled to scats in Convention, clergymen from other dioceses, and candidates for orders, be admitted to sittings of Convention.
The Rev. C. B. Stout, of the diocese of Wisconsin, and the Rev. Geo. W. Watson, of the diocese of Iowa, were present, and attended, in consequence, the meetings of the Convention.
The following standing committees were appointed by the Bishop:
Committee on Admission of Neio Parishes—Rev. S. Y. McMasters, LL.D., Rev. John W. Cracraft, Judge R. B. Servant.
Committee on Unjinislied Business—Rev. Charles P. Clark, J. W. Chickering, Esq.
Committee on Auditing Treasurer s Report—Rev. Sylvester Nash, R. P. Johnson.
On motion, the Convention took a recess until half past 4 o'clock, p. m.
AFTERNOON SESSION.
Half past Fouk o'clock, p. m. Convention re-assembled.
The committee on the Certificates of Lay Delegates reported as correct the following, additional, viz.:
St. PauVs, Alton—E. M. Hazard.
Christ, Joliet—Thompson Brooke Edwards, Francis Nicholson.
Clirist, Ottaiva—Calvin Wilson.
Emanuel, Roclcford—R. P. Lane, A. Blakeman, Horace Starkey.
8t. John's, CJiicago—J. F. Aldrich, A. Groesbeck, J. Carpenter,
W. Y. Johnson. Christ, Chicago—Arthur Tucker, W. B. Bass. St. Matthew's, Cambridge—Willis Hinman.
The names were then called, and the following persons answered and took their seats accordingly, viz.:
E. M. Hazard, St. PauVs, Alton.
Francis Nicholson, Christ, Jollet.
Calvin Wilson, Christ, Ottmva.
E.. P. Lane, Emanuel, Rochford.
S. F. Aldrich, A. Groesbeck," J. Carpenter, W. Y. Johnson, St. John's,
Chicago. Arthur Tucker, W. B. Bass, Christ, Chicago. Willis Hinman, St. Matthew''s, Cambridge.
The committee to whom was referred the ajDplications of new parishes for union with this Convention, reported favorably on the papers of St. Paul's, Warren, and Redeemer's, Princeton, as entirely correct; and on those of St. John's, Chicago; Christ, Chicago; St. Matthew's, Cambridge, and St. John's, Kewanee, as deficient only in evidence of the Bishop's approval. The Bishop stated that, in each case, this had been duly given by him.
On motion, the following parishes were admitted into union, viz.:
St. John's, Chicago. St. Matthew's, Cambridge.
Christ Church, Chicago. St. Paul's, Warren.
The Redeemer's Ch., Princeton. St. John's, Kewanee.
The Treasurer then read his report, which was referred to the Auditing committee.
The committee on Unfinished Business reported that they had found, on a partial examination, the following committees appointed at the last Convention to report to this, viz.:
On the Constitution and Canons; on the Visitors to Jubilee College ; on Convocations; and on the Canonical Arrangements of the Missionary Operations of the Diocese.
There was also a Canon on the Bishop's Church reported last Convention, by a committee, requiring to be acted upon by this.
The matters were then called up in order. The reception of the report of the committee on the Constitution and Canons, was made the first business on the assembling of the Convention to-morrow.
The committee on Convocations begged to be discharged from further consideration of the matter, on the ground that they considered the subject more within the province of the individual rectors of parishes, than the legislation of this body.
On motion, the committee were discharged.
The missionary operations, it was reported, had been conducted under the canon of the Diocese of Western New York, so far as applicable, as had been directed by the last Convention; and that a more permanent arrangement was contained in the proposed body of Revised Canons.
On motion, it was
Resolved, That the canon on the Bishop's Church be referred to the committee on the Kevision of the Constitution and Canons, to be embodied as it stands in their report of Canons, and presented by them to this Convention.
On motion, it was
Resolved, That this House, when it adjourns, shall adjourn to meet to-morrow morning at 8 : 30, and take a recess from 1 to 2 : 30, p. m.
The Bishop announced, that the sermon appointed for this evening, on Pastoral Care, by the Rev. Theodore N. Morrison, (under former resolution of the Convention, empowering him to appoint such special religious services as he may think will increase the religious interest of the Convention,) be postponed until the meeting of the Convention to-morrow morning.
The other appointments reported by the Bishop, under the same, were : Sermon on Christian Educa
tion, delivered on Tuesday evening, by Rev. John W. Cracraft; and Sermon on the Missionary Work, by Rev. Dr. McMasters, for Thursday evening.
On motion, the Convention adjourned until half past 8, to-morrow morning, at the same place.
SECOND DAY.
Thursday, September 12, 1856.
The Convention assembled at half past 8, a. m.
Morning Prayers were read by the Rev. John M. Clark, of Grace Church, Chicago, and Rev. James De Witt Clinton Locke, of Christ Church, Joliet. The sermon, on Pastoral Care, was preached by the Rev. Theodore N. Morrison, Rector of Trinity Church, Jacksonville. The concluding prayers and benediction were by the Bishop.
The Convention coming to order for business, the roll was called, and the Minutes of the preceding day were read, and, as amended, adopted.
The committee on Lay Delegates reported the following as duly elected :
Redeemer's Church, Princeton—William Bacon. St. Paul's, Peoria—A. G. Tyng, M. Griswold, John Jobnson, James Thurlow.
Of whom the following, upon their names being
called, appeared and took their seats :
William Bacon, Redeemer's Church, Princeton. James Thurlow, St. Paid's, Peoria.
The reception of the Report * on the Constitution
* A printed copy of this Report, lined for reference, accompanies each copy of the Journal sent to persons within the Diocese.
and Canons, being the first business in order, it was presented, and, on motion, laid on the table until after the delivery of the Bishop's Address.
The Visitors of Jubilee College then reported as follows:
The undersigned, Visitors of Jubilee College, appointed at the last Convention to attend its Examination and Commencement, and report upon the course and character of the instruction given and the general merit of the exercises, would state:
That at the annual examination, on tlie 23d and 24th of June, every facility was afforded by the officers of the College to ascertain the real progress of the students in the various branches of study, and the course of instruction they had received. There was no shrinking from investigation, no attempt at glossing over, no effort to conceal defects; but a manifest disposition to let the examination tell its own tale of truth. It was thorough, searching, and satis&ctory; and it was borne in a manner that did credit to both teachers and scholars. The declamation was commendable, and in some cases very good ; and some very fine pieces of composition were read by some of the elder students, showing that this important branch of education receives its proper share of attention.
The Commencement exercises were much above the usual average of such productions. The orations were well written, and pronounced witli energy and grace, and the young gentlemen honored with a degree deserve mucli credit for their performances. We predict that they will reflect honor upon their Alma Mater.
At the same time, the undersigned would venture to suggest, that more particular attention should be paid to the cultivation of distinct utterance and ease of enunciation. The improvement of the voice itself is no unimportant part of education; for, as public men, it is thi'ough the medium of the voice that we act most powerfully on the popular mind. We would therefore recommend that premiums be offered to encourage distinct, energetic and graceful elocution; and likewise for the encouragement of graceful diction, purity of taste, and logical force in composition.
In conclusion, the undersigned would recommend that the office of Visitors be continued, and that their duties be fully carried out; for both officers and students seemed, not merely gratified, but also encouraged, by this attention to their labors. Both are stimulated to labor with more industry when they find that others manifest a due degree of interest in their efforts, and are disposed to greet them with a smile of approbation and encouragement when they have faithfully performed their duties. And if we would have our children qualified for eminence and usefalness among men, we must cheer and encourage, as
well as direct, the severe labor called for in the training and culture of
their youthful minds.
GEO. P. GIDDINGE, J. W. CRACRAFT, A. J. WARNER, J. W. CHICKERTNG.
The Bishop announced the followhig committee:
Visitors of Jubilee Gollege—Rev. Dr. Clarkson, Rev. J. W. Cracraft. Rev. T. N. Morrison, Rev. F. B. Nash, and Messrs. Jno. H. Kinzie, Washington Cockle, Judge Berdan, J. L. Reynolds and J. W. Chickering.
The following report was then presented by the committee on the Education of the Sons of the Clergy:
The committee to whom was referred so much of the Bishojj's Address, in 1855, as relates to the education of the sons of clergymen, having been continued for farther report, beg leave to express their cordial approval of the Bishop's suggestion that Jubilee College should as soon as possible be jolaced on a general footing sufficient in room and instruction to allow the extension of its privileges, with entire gratuity, from its earliest to its latest charge, to the sons of the officiating ministers of the Diocese.
This is important in two points of view:
1. As a means of support to the working clergy of the Diocese, most of whom have sons whose proper education involves pecuniary expense beyond what is justified by the limited support of the missionaries, and many of the rectors of our smaller parishes. In many instances this has become a matter of so much solicitude as necessarily to suggest the idea of removal, and even to justify it.
Your committee are persuaded that the position of numerous missionaries and pastors might be greatly strengthened, and their comfort and usefulness greatly enhanced, by an arrangement such as is suggested by the Bishop.
2. It is unquestionable that the preparation of young men for the ministry has ever been one of the objects of the College, and in fact its chief object, and the one which lay nearest to the heart of its venerable founder.
In view of this it becomes a matter of vast importance that the sons of our clergy be brought as early as possible under its influence. For although we have no such thing as a hereditary priesthood known to canon, yet it is undeniable that the sons of clergymen are more likely than others to look to the ministry, and have advantages in their domestic training which peculiarly favor their qualification for that sacred office. In view of this, it is desirable that the Church contribute all
within her power to encourage them in such studies and mental habits as may tend to prepare them for this work, and thus enable them, when their fathers shall have passed away, to come forward and occupy their places.
Your coniniittee would be glad to recommend that, at once, the sons of all the clergy be admitted to any and all of the departments of the College free of charge, but as its present financial condition is not such as to justify this, it recommends the following resolutions:
Resolved, That this Convention earnestly recommends to all the parishes of the Diocese to set to work, as soon as practicable, in the way of special collections and subscriptions, to raise funds for the endowment of scholarships for the sons of the clergy, the parishes which shall raise such endowment being always at liberty to name the boys who shall enjoy their benefit.
Resolved, That the clergy of this Convention be earnestly recommended, at the earliest practicable moment to lay this matter before their parishioners, and with all possible energy to press it to completion. S. Y. McMASTERS, Chairman.
On motion, the resolutions proposed therein were unanimously adopted.
In connection with the same subject, it was, on motion.
Resolved, That a committee, with power, be appointed by the Chair to confer with the Trustees of Jubilee College and devise a plan of provision for the gratuitous education of the sons of the clergy.
The following persons were named said committee:
Rev. S. Y. McMasters, LL.D., Alex. G. Tyng, D. J. Ely.
The former Secretary presented and read certain proposed amendments to the Constitution of the General Convention, as received by him from the Secretary of the House of Clerical and Lay Deputies—viz.: Proposed Art. II, proposed Art. V, and Art. VI, as found on pages 4th and 5th of fly leaves of Journal of General Convention of 1853.
Whereupon, it was
Resolved, That this Convention approve of the proposed amendments of the Constitution.
Eev. Dr. Chase, in behalf of the Treasurer, presented the fiscal report of the Trustees of the Diocese, etc., in relation to the Episcopate Fund. [See Appendix.]
On motion,
Resolved, That a committee of three be appointed to investigate the present state of the Diocese with regard to the support of the Episcopate, and report to this Convention at the earliest practicable moment.
The Bishop appointed as such committee —
J. W. Chickering, Esfj[., Judge R. B. Servant, Alex. G. Tyug.
The time having arrived, according to previous arrangement, the House took a recess.
Half past Tavo o'clock, p. m.
The Convention re-assembled. On motion,
Ordered, That immediately after the Bishop's Address the House proceed to the election of officers—Deputies to the General Convention, etc.
The Auditing Committee reported as follows:
The committee appointed to audit the Treasurer's account report that they have jierforraed that duty, and find the same correct.
S. NASH, Chairman.
The Bishop then proceeded to deliver his Annual Address before the Convention. It was then
Resolved, That so much of the Bishop's Address as relates to the death of the Rev. Stephen R. Child, be referred to a committee of three.
Whereupon, a committee was appointed, consisting of
Kev. Theo. N. Morrison, Rev. A. J. Warner, Mr. W. W. Church.
On motion.
Resolved, That so much of the Bishop's Address as refers to the subject of clerical support, be referred to a committee of three laymen.
The Bishop appointed as said committee—
Messrs. Reuben Taylor,
James L. Reynolds, Alex. a. Tyng.
On motion, the House resolved to proceed to the election of Deputies to the General Convention.
The Chair appointed Tellers, as follows—for Deputies to the General Convention:
Clerical vote— Lay vote—
Rev. Charles P. Clark, Rev. Charles Y. Kelly,
Richard Brantford. John Rogers.
For the Standing Committee:
Clerical vote— Lay vote—
Rev. Hiram N. Bishop, Rev. J. H. Waterbury,
Dr. Bacon. H. S. Jennings.
The House then balloted for four Clerical Deputies and four Lay Deputies to the General Convention.
When the Tellers had retired, the report on the subject of the support of the Episcopate was received and read, as follows:
The committee to whom was referred the investigation of the present state of the Diocese in regard to the support of the Episcopate, would respectfully report—
The Convention of A. D. 1852 made an assessment on the parishes of the Diocese, and virtually pledged the payment of five hundred dollars per annum, to meet the traveling expenses of the Bishop. This resolution or pledge continued in force for two years, and was only virtually repealed, if at all, by the action of the Convention of A. D. 1854, which made a like resolution or pledge for the payment of "two thousand dollars annually for the support of the Episcopate."
The Convention of A. D. 1855, continued the pledge of two thousand dollars once made, and modified it so far as to make further provision for the payment of one thousand dollars per annum, to provide therewith an Episcopal residence in the city of Chicago.
Of these various pledges there have been redeemed—none.
The only payments that have been made, pursuant to these resolutions, so far as the committee can ascertain, are as follows :
For the Conventional year commencing in 1852 and ending
in 1853 $235 00
For the same, commencing in 1858 and ending in 1854 . . . 206 00
For the same, commencing in 1854 and ending in 1855 . . . 302 00
And it appears to your committee that the reason why no further payments have been made, is that numerous parishes have failed to meet the assessments respectively made upon them; and these delinquent parishes may be ascertained by reference to the several reports of the treasurer of this fund to the Conventions of the several years.
The application of the elemental rules of arithmetic will enable any one to ascertain the amount in dollars and cents of the unpaid pecuniary obligations of the Diocese to the Bishop.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
J. W. CHICKERING, R. B. SERVANT.
The Annual Report of the Standing Connnittee was also presented and read.
The Standing Committee of the Diocese of Illinois would respectfully report, that during the past year they have recommended Mr. S. B. Hoffman to be admitted as a candidate for Deacon's orders under the canon of 1853.
They have also recommended as candidates for Priest's orders, W. Willis De Wolfe, Erastus De Wolfe, N. T. W. Root, Robert Branton, T. S. La Due.
Mr. C. C. Barclay has also been recommended to bo admitted to the order of Deacons, and Rev. J. De Witt Clinton Locke has been recommended to be admitted to the order of Priests.
S. Y. McMASTERS,
Ghairmaa.
The result of the vote for deputies to General Convention, as reported by the tellers, was, that the Rev. S. Y. McMasters, LL.D., and Rev. Robert 11. Clarkson, D.D., of the clergy, and Alexander G. Tyng and John Rogers, of the laity, had a majority in both orders, and were consequently elected; and that no
other persons had received the required number of votes.
It was then, on motion,
Resolved, That when this House shall adjourn, it will adjourn to meet again to-morrow, at 9 o'clock, a. m., and take a recess from 1 to 2\ o'clock, p. m.
The House then, on motion, was adjourned.
T H 111 ]) 1) A Y F R I D A Y .
Nine o'clock, a. m.
The Convention was opened with Divine service. The Rev. Samuel D. Pulford and the Rev. Charles P. Clark read Morning Prayers, the Bishop concluding the services with Collects and the Benediction.
The House then proceeded to the election of the remaining deputies to General Convention. After the ballots had been duly deposited, it was, on motion.
Ordered, That the place of meeting of the next Diocesan Convention be St. Paul's Church, in the city of Peoria.
The tellers having reported on the election of deputies to the General Convention, it appeared that Dr. Chase and the Rev. Charles P. Clark had a concurrent majority of both orders, and were, consequently, duly elected—thus completing the clerical delegation—and that no lay deputy had a sufficient number of votes.
The House then proceeded to the third ballot for two remaining lay deputies to General Convention.
The result of the third Ijalloting, as announced, was the election of one lay deputy, viz.: R. P. Lane.
The tlouse then proceeded to the fourth ballot, there being one lay deputy still to be elected; which ballot resulted in no election.
On the fifth ballot, in like manner, no result was obtained.
The sixth ballot followed with similar result.
And, also, the seventh.
On the eighth ballot, Henry S. Jennings, Esq., was duly elected.
The Chair then announced the deputation complete, as follows:
Clerical Deputies. Lay Deputies.
Rev. S. Y. McMasters, LL.D., Mr. Alex. G. Tyng,
" Eobert H. Clarkson, D.D., " John Rogers,
" Samuel Chase, D.D., " R. P. Lane,
" Charles P. Clark. " Henry S. Jennings.
On motion, the House proceeded to the election of the Standing Committee.
On the first ballot no result was obtained; no person having a majority of the votes of both orders.
Leave of absence for the remainder of the session of the Convention, was then granted by the House to the Eev. George P. Giddinge, D.D.
On motion.
Resolved, That this House proceed in the election of Standing Committee.
On motion,
Ordered, That a committee of three be appointed to nominate candidates for the Standing Committee.
The committee as appointed were.
Rev. John W. Clark, Judge R. B. Servant, Rev. Robert H. Clarkson, D.D.
The House unanimously agreed to dispense with
ballot in the election of Trustees of the Episcopate Fund, and that present officers be re-elected, with the exception, that the name of Matt. Griswold be substituted for that of Alex. G. Tyng, thus making the Board of Trustees of the Episcopate Fund to be as follows:
Rev. Samuel Chase, D.D., H. S. Austin,
" Charles Dresser, Matt. Grriswold,
R. F. Seabury.
The committee on Nomination of Standing Committee reported,
Eev. Samuel Chase, D.D., Alex. G. Tyng,
" J. W. Cracraft, P. B. Brotherson.
On motion, ballot was dispensed with, and the persons thus nominated were unanimously elected vipa voce.
The following report was then read and unanimously adopted:
The committee to whom was referred so much of the Bishop's address as relates to the death of Rev. Stephen R. Child, late missionary at Decatur, beg leave to report the following resolutions :
Resolved, That we hereby place on record our testimony to the sterling worth, the humble piety, the Christian devotion and zeal of our deceased brother.
Resolved, That we express our deep sense of the loss which the diocese, especially its missionary work, has sustained in his death, depriving it of an active, prudent and successful laborer—one willing to spend and be spent in his Master's service.
Resolved, That we commend the bereaved widow and orphaned son to the prayers and sympathy of the church, and to Him who is the widow's husband and the Father of the fatherless.
Resolved, That the merited tribute paid the deceased by our Bishop in his address, together with these resolutions, be forwarded to the widow.
T. N. MORRISON, )
A. J. WARNER, Y Committee.
W. W. CHURCH, )
The House then proceeded to the election of
Treasurer of Convention, and on motion, dispensed with ballot in the same.
The Rev. Dr. Chase having declined a re-election, the Rev. Theodore N. Morrison was nominated and elected.
The following preamble and resolution were then introduced:
Whereas, it appears from the report of the committee appointed to examine into the state of the Episcopate funds, that the Diocese of Ilhnois is hirgely indebted to the Bishop upon assessments heretofore made for the purpose of raising the sum of two thousand dollars per annum, as salary, and the further sum of one thousand dollars for house rent, and whereas it appears from the same report, that the indebtedness is owing to the failure of certain parishes in the Diocese to pay such assessments; therefore, be it
Resolved, That the pledges made at Conventions, previous to this time, to raise the sum of two thousand dollars per annum, as salary, and the further sum of one thousand dollars as house rent for the Episcopate, were made, and the assessments to raise the same were predicated, upon the distinct understanding that the Bishop would^ without delay, take up his residence within the Diocese of Illinois, and that such residence was to be an act cotemporaneous with the raising and payment of such assessments.
On motion, they were laid on the table, on a vote by orders, as follows, the ayes and nays having been called for:
VOTE IN THE AFFIRMATIVE.
Clergy. G. C. Barclay, M.D., John Benson, Wm. L. Bostwick, Dudley Chase, Philander Chase, Samuel Chase, D.D., John W. Clark, Charles Dresser, Charles V. Kelly, William Mitchell, M.D., Francis B. Nash, Joseph W. Pierson, Samuel D. Pulford, Robert Ryall, A. J. Warner, J. H. Waterbury—16.
Laity. St. Paul's, Alton; Zion, Brimfield; Calvary, Batavia; St. Mark's, Chester; Calvary, Farmington; St. Andrew's, Farm Ridge; Trinity, Jacksonville ; Redeemer's, Princeton ; Christ Church, Robin's Nest; St. Paul's, Springfield; St. Peter's, Sycamore; Christ Church, Waverly—12.
VOTE IN THE NEGATIVE.
Clergy. Eli Adams, Hiram N. Bishop, Anson Clark, Charles P. Clark, R. H. Clarkson, D.D., J. W. Cracraft, David W. Dresser, Asa Griswold, J. D. W. C. Locke, S. Y. McMasters, LL.D., Arrin Miller, T. N. Morrison, Sylvester Nash, Wm. A. Smallwood, D.D., Gustaf TTnonius—\^.
Laity. St. James, Chicago; Trinity Church, Chicago; St. John's, Chicago; St. Ansgarius, Chicago ; Christ Church, Joliet; St. Thomas, Morris; Christ Church, Ottawa; St. Paul's, Peoria; Emanuel, Rockford—9.
The Convention then took a recess until half-past 7 o'clock.
Half past Seven o'clock, p. m. The House was called to order. The following was, on motion, adopted and ordered to be printed on the Journal:
Resolved, That this Convention regard with deep interest, that great subject which will engage the attention of the General Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church at its approaching session, to wit: The feasibility of adopting some measures by which our church may be enabled to reach more effectually the masses of our population, that are as "sheep having no shepherd," and to attract them to her worship, and moreover, to diffuse her divine and sacred endowments more widely among those who profess and call themselves Christians.
Resolved, That the objects above contemplated, are, in the judgment of this Convention, most desirable in themselves—that they appeal to the liveliest sympathies of the Christian heart, and that their grave consideration by the Chief Council of our church, will be an omen of present and prospective good.
Resolved, That this Convention commend these objects to the earnest thought, the enlarged charity and conservative prudence of their Right Reverend Fathers and their brethren, clerical and lay, under whose contemplation they may be brought for legislative action, and invoke upon them the especial guidance of the Great Head of the church.
On motion, it was
Ordered, That the Secretary cause to be printed 750 copies of the Journal, and send two copies to each of the members of the Convention, and one copy to every ten communicants in each parish, and the usual copies to the Bishops, Secretaries of Convention, and periodicals of the church; and that he cause to be printed two thousand extra copies of the Bishop's address, in separate pamphlet form, and that every clergyman in the Diocese be requested to read the same in his pulpit.
The Treasurer reported the account of moneys
received and paid by the Missionary Committee of the Diocese for the past year, which, on motion, was referred to the Auditing Committee, to report as soon as practicable. It was then moved.
That the sum of two thousand dollars be the sum which ought to l)e raised by the parishes for'Diocesan Missions the ensuing year: and that tlie Missionary Committee be directed to correspond with every rector or minister at an early day, and request a statement of the sum which may be expected fi-om his parish or station.
Moved as an amendment in addition to the resolution :
That the clergy be recpested to take up a collection for the object, on the Sunday next preceding the day of '' Annual Thanksgiving for the Fruits of the Earth."
The following was then offered as a substitute for the whole:
Resolved, That every clergyman shall hold himself responsible for the raising a sum equal to two dollars and fifty cents for each communicant in his parish, for Diocesan Missions.
The question being put on the substitute, it was lost.
The vote then recurring on the amendment, it was carried, and the original resolution, on being put to vote, was also carried
It was moved and adopted
That the proposed Canon "Of Diocesan Missions," marked as Canon VII, in the printed report of the "Committee on the Revision of the Constitution and Canons," be and hereby is made the authority for the missionary operations of the Diocese for the ensuing year. The Canon is as follows:
Section 1. The Board of Missions of this Diocese shall con
2 sist of the Bishop, together with the Standing Committee, of
3 which Board the Bishop shall be ex officio President.
Sec. 2. The Standing Committee may at any time resolve
2 itself into the Board of Missions, at the request of the Bishop ;
3 and in case this request be made by letter, then the Board may act
4 on such business only as the Bishop may designate.
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Sec. 3. No missionary shall be appointed by the Board, unless 2 lie sball first have been nominated by the Bishop.
Sec. 4. The Treasurer of the Convention shall be the Trea2 surer for Diocesan Missions.
It was then, on motion,
Resolved, That the Bishop be requested to address a Pastoral Letter upon the general subject of Diocesan Missions, to be read by each minister on the Sunday appointed for collections for that object.
On motion, unanimously
Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention be tendered to the several Railroad Companies for the favors extended to the members of this Convention.
The House then granted leave of absence to the Rev. AVm. Mitchell and Judge R. B. Servant.
The committee on Auditing the Treasurer's account of Diocesan Missions, reported that they had found the said account correct.
On motion.
Resolved, That the sum of five hundred dollars be assessed upon the parishes for the traveling expenses of the Bishop for the next year, and that the Trustees of the Episcopate Fund be directed to assess and collect the same.
Leave was then asked to present a Paper, with the request that the same be entered upon the Journal, touching the Report on the deficiency in the payment of the traveling expenses and stij^ulated salaries of the Bishop.
Leave was granted to read the paper, and On motion, the same was permitted to be entered on the Journal.
We, the undersigned, considering that by the report of the committee of Investigation appointed by this Convention, we were declared morally delinquent in the non-payment of the assessments made upon our several parishes, would wish to declare that we did not understand the appropriation voted in 1854 and 1855 for the Bishop's salary, to be entirely independent of conditions; but that it rested for its fulfillment
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upon the removal of the Bishop into the Diocese ; and that unless the Bishop should intimate his intention of removing to the Diocese, that we abandon any attempt to collect the amount assessed.
Clerical. Lay.
A. Clark, John Rogers,
C. P. Clark, J. H. Kinzie,
R. H. Clarkson, J. P. Clarkson,
J. W. Cracraft, B. Gillett,
T. N. Morrison, A. B. Johnson,
G. Unonius, James A. Parsons,
Samuel Goodale, A. E. Neely,
as it concerns 1855, C. R. Larrabee,
Wm. a. Smallwood, J. Brinckerhofe,
A. Griswold, N. p. Loberg,
S. Y. McMasters, J. Thurlow,
Orrin Miller, Sen., A. Bennett,
X. A. Welton, Job Carpenter,
Joseph W. Pierson, S. G. M. Allis, Calvin Wilson.
Though not settled in the Diocese before the present year, I agree in sentiment with the above., J. DeW. C. Locke,
Rector of Christ Church, Joliet.
It was then, on motion, unanimously
Resolved, That the thanks of this Convention are hereby tendered to the citizens of Chicago, and to the parish of the Chui'ch of the Atonement in particular, for their hospitality to the members of this Convention.
It Avas
Resolved, That after the usual suitable religious exercises the Convention adjourn sine die.
The Gloria in Excchis was sung, and after appropriate Collects and the Benediction by the Bishop, the Convention adjourned.
HENRY J. WHITEHOUSE,
Bishop of the Diocese of Illinois.
Samuel D. Pulford,
^ccrctaru of Convention.
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APPENDIX.
PAROCHIAL AND CLERICAL REPORTS,
FOll THE YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER, 1856.
Alton, St. PcmVs, . . Rev. S. Y. McMasters, LL.D.
Number of families, 70; number of souls, 200.
Baptisms—adult, 6; infant, 13; confirmed, 9; marriages, 4; burials, 14; communicants—added anew, 11; removed into the parish, 2; removed from the parish, 11; present number, 56.
Catechumens, 50; children taught the catechism openly in the church, 50; number of times, 4; total number of young persons instructed, 50.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 2; holy days, 3 ; other days, 5 ; total 112.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated, in public, 12; in private, 1.
Contributions—fund for contingent expenses of the Convention, $7 ; diocesan missions, $50 ; offerings at communion, $90 ; total, $147.
In addition to the above, the Rector has performed divine service and preached in the State Prison twice every Sunday during the past year. He has, also, baptized 43 persons in prison, and presented 95 for confirmation; also, administered the Holy Communion three times.
A new church edifice will soon be completed in the parish. It is an elegant Gothic building, forty-four by one hundred feet—open roof, with chancel, and corner tower. The cost will be, in all, about $15,000.
Aurora, Trinity/, Eev. R. S. Nash.
Number of families, 45.
Baptisms—infant, 10 ; confirmed, 2 ; marriages, 7 ; burials, 9; communicants—added anew, 6; removed into the parish, 7; removed from the parish, 9; died, 1; suspended, 1 ; present number, 28.
Children taught the catechism openly in the church every Sunday when practicable, after Sunday School. Sunday school—teachers, 7 ; scholars, 50.
Divine service every Sunday morning, and on principal festivals and fasts. Number of times on Sundays, 51 (46 since last Convention) ; holy days, 3; total, 54.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated, in public, 11 (10 since last Convention) ; in private, 1.
Contributions—fund for the support of the Episcopate, $13.30; fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $3.50 ; domestic missions, $7.50; offerings at communion, $31.57; parish purposes, $130; total, $175.57.
We have reason for thankfulness, that we have been enabled to make progress beyond our expectations. But there is still much to be done. For several reasons, the strength of the parish cannot properly be judged of by the number of families. Many are but beginning to feel some interest, etc. We are indebted to our efficient Ladies' Society, and to the zeal and liberality of individuals, for gown, communion plate and linen, and carpet for the pews. The Rector desires to return thanks for favors received by himself and family. May He " without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy " continue to send us prosperity, and give us grateful hearts to bear it.
Bristol Station is a place just starting into life on the C. B. and Q. Railroad, and bids fair to grow into a small village. We have a few families there, including some recent acquisitions. There is no public worship by any denomination. I have wished to hold services, but the difficulty has been the want of a room of any description. Quite recently, however, I have been offered the use of the passengerroom, and I propose, if other duties will permit, to hold services, as often at least as once in the month.
At Earlville (35 miles south-west on the C. B. and Q. Railroad) there seems a good opening to establish the Church, if it could be united with some other point in the vicinity, and the two supplied with a missionary. By invitation I have visited the place and baptized one child.
Batavia, Calvary, . . . Rev. J. H. Waterhury, A.M.
Number of families, 20; number of souls, 60.
Baptisms—infant, 3; confirmed, 9; marriages, 1; burials, 1 ; communicants—added anew, 10; removed from the parish, 5; present number, 15.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 5; catechumens—children taught the catechism openly in the church, 15; number of times, 5; members of other classes for religious instruction, 15 ; Sunday scholars, 10 ; total number of young persons instructed, 40.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 20; other days, 2 ; total 22.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated, in public, 1.
Contributions—diocesan missions, $7 ; offerings at communion, $6 ; parish purposes, $3.50 ; other contributions for church purposes, $1100; total, $1116.50.
The corner stone of Calvary Church was laid by the Bishop of the Diocese, on Tuesday, October 23, 1855, and in August, 1856, it was ready for service, and will be, after some furnishing, ready for consecration at the convenience of the Bishop. Excepting $200 subscribed in Chicago, the whole expense of building has been met by a few citizens in Batavia. It commands the finest position in town, and will easily accommodate 200 persons.
On a call to Church of the Ascension, Greenpoint, Brooklyn, I visited the East, preached 30 times, baptized two persons, enjoyed various services which the church so long established there affords, and with increased interest in this growing diocese, returned to my first missionary field after three months absence.
Brimfield, Zion, Rev. George S. Porter.
Number of families, 8; number of souls, 50.
Baptisms—adult, 1; marriages, 1; burials, 1; communicants— added anew, 3; removed into the parish, 3; removed from the parish, 2 ; died, 1; present number, 16.
Catechumens, 10. There are no facilities now for teaching the catechism openly in the church.
Celebration of divine service—every Sunday once, lately twice; number of times on Sundays, 55 ; holy days, a few times; other days, 1 ; total, 58.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated, in public, 6.
Contributions—fund for the support of the Episcopate, $12 ; fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $1.50 ; domestic missions, $6.50; diocesan, $17; offerings at communion, $33.61; parish purposes, $200; total, $383.61.
The male members are few; but the ladies have engaged actively in promoting the interests of the parish. The church has been newly fitted up in the interior by their exertions, and is now of very church-like appearance. The number of communicants has been on the increase, but some have gone to other parts. The parish remains small, but encouraging. The benevolent contributions are much increased this year, although so much has been expended on the church. In the music and chanting great improvement, too, is visible.
Chicago^ jSt. James, . Rev. Robert H. Clarkson, D.D. Number of families, 206; number of souls, 1140.
Baptisms—adult, 6; infant, 46; total, 52 ; confirmed, 26 ; marriages, 20; burials, 21; communicants—added anew, 26; removed into the parish, 31 ; removed from the parish, 16; died, 6 ; present number, 248.
Catechumens—children taught the catechism openly in the church, 66; number of times, 12 ; members of other classes for religious instruction, 24; Sunday scholars, 160; total number of young persons instructed, 184.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 104 ; holy days, 7 ; other days, 64; total, 175.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated, in public, 15 ; in private, 13.
Contributions—fiand for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $31; domestic missions, $750.60; diocesan missions, $31; offerings at communion, $647.70; parish purposes, $37,500 (for the new church); other contributions for church purposes, $634.50; total, $39,594.80.
On the 21st of June, 1856, the corner stone of our new church edifice was laid by the Bishop. We hope to be able to open it for services in June, 1857.
" St. James' Hospital," a chartered institution for the relief of the indigent sick, is still supported by the contributions of the congregation.
The amount of money above mentioned as devoted to domestic missions, includes not only what was sent to the General Society at New York, but also that which was distributed by the Rector, at the solicitation of Western Rectors and Missionaries, to their several parishes.
The attendance upon the services of the church, and upon the communion, has largely increased during the past year, and the Rector has cause for great thankfulness at the apparent blessing of God upon his labors.
Chicago, Trinity, . . . Rev. William A. Smallwood.
Number of families, 128 ; number of souls, about 640.
Baptisms—adult, 4 ; infant, 14 ; total, 18 ; confirmed, 21; marriages, 23 ; burials, 13 ; communicants—added anew, 18 ; removed into the parish, 64; removed from the parish, 45; died, 3; present number, 186.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 15 ; catechumens—children taught the catechism openly in the church, 23 ; number of times, 10 ; members of other classes for religious instruction, 13 ; Sunday scholars, 111 ; total number of young persons instructed, 124.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 2 ; holy days, Christmas and Thanksgiving days; other days, Wednesdays and Fridays of Lent; total, say 120 sermons.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated in public, 12.
Contributions—foreign missions, $150; domestic missions, $320 ; offerings at communion, $269.03; other contributions for church )3urposes, 1,200 ; American Sunday School Union, $163 ; American Bible Society, $200 ; Industrial School, $172.50 ; total, $2,474.53.
An admirably situated lot has been secured for the erection of a new church, at a cost of thirty thousand dollars. A large amount has also been subscribed towards the building, which will bo put up during the coming year. The spiritual state of the church is also on the advance, under the blessing of God, in spite of the intense worldliness so prevalent in this region. We have much reason for humiliation that so little is accomplished, though thankful for what has been done.
Chicago, The Atonement, .... Rev. Dudley Chase.
Baptisms—infant, 33; confirmed, 17; marriages, 8; burials, 12; communicants, 84.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 10; members of classes for religious instruction, 15; Sunday scholars, 105; Sunday school books, 300.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 2 ; holy days, all principal festivals and fasts.
The holy comnaunion—number of times celebrated in public, 8.
Contributions—fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $8.75 ; foreign missions, $15; domestic missions, $12; diocesan missions, $50 ; offerings at communion, $52.97 ; parish purposes, (exclusive of pew rents,) $335; for the poor, on Thanksgiving Day, $17.35 ; "for Iowa," $32.90; orphan asylum, Rev. C. C. T., $12; bible society, $20.50 ; offerings by Sunday school, $23.51; total, $580.08.
The central position of this Church in reference to a population of about 28,000 persons, together with the harmony which prevails among the parishoners, gives promise of stability and prosperity, which is truly encouragino;.
Chicago, Grace, Rev. John W. Clark.
Number of families, about 90.
Bapti.sms—infant, 4; confirmed, 1, at St. James'; marriages, 1; burials, 2 ; communicants—removed into the parish, 59 ; present number, 100.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 7 ; catechumens, GO ; children taught the catechism openly in the church monthly.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 2.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated in public, once a month.
Contributions—fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $9.13; domestic missions, $47.38; offerings at communion, $65.74;
parish purposes, $2,124.39; other contributions for church purposes, $358.75; total, $2,605.39.
The Rectorship of this parish was entered upon on the eighth clay of June, last. As the parish had been vacant from September, 1855, until that date, it was impossible to embrace the statistics of the Conventional year in this report. The above, therefore, shows the progress of only the past three months. During that brief period the vestry have secured an eligible site for the erection of a larger edifice, rendered necessary by the growing state of the congregation. An appropriate design of a substantial stone church has been adopted; the enthe plans are nearly completed, and it is hoped that the foundation will be laid during this present autumn. The unanimity of the wardens and vestry, and of the members of the parish generally, in their hearty cooperation with their pastor in this sacred work, promises well for its speedy and happy completion, while the faithful attendance upon the services of the Lord's House, shows the living stones, we trust, for that spiritual temple, whose walls are salvation and its gates praise.
Chicago, /St. Ansgarius, .... Rev. Giistaf Unonius.
Number of families, 81; number of souls, 822.
Baptisms—infant, 46; confirmed, 9; marriages, 17; burials, 20; communicants—added anew, 9; removed into the parish, 12 ; removed from the parish, 7 ; died, 2 ; present number, 129.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 5 ; Sunday scholars, 35.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 66 ; holy days, 10 ; other days, 7 ; total, 83.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated in pubHe, 9; in private, 3.
Contributions—fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $16.12; foreign missions, $5; domestic missions, $12.67 ;■ offerings at communion, $30 ; parish purposes, $350 ; total, $413.73.
In this report I have followed the parish register and record, which, however, on account of the emigratory state of my parish, needs correction, which is generally made at our annual meciting, Easter Monday.
During the summer season, many families and individuals who in the preceding months have attended our services, may leave, without always giving notice to the Rector. Others, again, whose names have been canceled in the parish register, may return after a longer or shorter absence, and I may for a time be ignorant of their removal. Under such circumstances, my statistics, as far as number of families, of communicants, and of souls are concerned, cannot be perfectly reliable. If the question is of real, permanent members of the parish, the figures, no doubt, are too high. Again, as far as their number is concerned, unto whom during the course of the year it has been my privilege to
preach the gospel, and administer the ordinances of the church, they undoubtedly exceed the statement here made.
The parish has lately, at a cost of $700 erected a fine organ, on which, however, $250 are yet unpaid. Considering the pecuniary circumstances of my parishioners, of whom there are hardly any that can be called property holders, their contributions for their parish purposes, and for the support of their minister, although not sufficient for his living, are worthy of all commendation. Expenses which could not very well be avoided, and the debt which encumbers us, have, however, made the list of our contributions for missionary and church purposes in general, show a very small amount.
Chicago^ Christ, Rev. Charles V. Kelly.
Number of families, 9 ; number of souls, 21.
Baptisms—infant, 12 ; marriages, 8 ; burials, 3 ; communicants, present number, 16. .
Divine service always celebrated once on Sundays, sometimes twice. The holy communion is celebrated in public once every month.
Chicago, St. John's, Bev. If. JY. Bishop).
Contributions for Church purposes, $3,000.
I entered upon my duties in this parish, which was organized a little before Easter of this year, the second Sunday in May, since which time I have been very much occupied in obtaining funds for and in superintending the erection of a church edifice, a plain wooden building, sixty-five by thirty feet. The church is now finished and neatly furnished, and capable of comfortably accommodating over three hundred persons, and is paid for. The necessary funds, over three thousand dollars, for the erection of St. John's Church, have been obtained in this city. Individual members of the several Episcopal congregations in Chicago have generously subscribed towards the establishment of St. John's : but it is due to the friends of morality and religion in this city to state that at least one-third of all the material aid received has been from persons not in any way connected with the Episcopal Church.
The pews in St. John's Church were offered for rent on the first day of the present month. Over fifty of them are already taken, and amount in the aggregate to $1,529.
The Sunday school, connected with the congregation, numbers 120 pupils. The ordinary attendance is rarely less than 80. The Rector personally superintends the Sunday school, and, besides catechizing the pupils on the regular lesson, delivers to them a discourse adapted to the minds of children.
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The holy communion was celebrated in St. John's Church for the first time on last Lord's day, when thirty persons communed.
I have attended six funerals, solemnized one marriage, and baptized six infants.
Cambridge, iSt Mattheiv's, . . Rev. X. A. WeUon.
Number of families, 10 ; number of souls, 50.
Baptisms—infant, 2; burials, one ; present number of communicants, 16 ; children taught the catechism openly in the church, 10; number of times, 3.
Divine service was celebrated on Sundays 33 times.
The holy communion was celebrated in public once.
Contributions—fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $2.00 ; Diocesan missions, $3.54; Offerings at communion, $2.95 ; total, $8.49.
In addition to the duties above reported, I have performed Divine service, and preached once every month since May (^on Sunday), at a settlement of some six or seven families of Irish churchmen, eight miles north-east from Cambridge, where I have also baptized five children.
Chesterfield, iSt. Peter's, . . Bev. D. W. Dresser.
Number of families, 18; number of souls, 95. Divine Service was celebrated on 20 Sundays.
It may be well to remark that the holy communion has never been administered in this parish, and therefore no report is made of the number of communicants connected with it. The number of confirmed persons is about 15.
The above report embraces only the tmie elapsed since the month of March, near the end of which the services began to be regularly celebrated in this parish. This, together with a sickness of some six weeks with which the missionary was aifiicted, may account for the small number of times Divine service has been celebrated there, as reported above.
Chester, /St. Mark's, .... Jiev. William Mitchell.
Number of families, about 22; number of souls, 80 to 100. Baptisms — adult, 2 ; infant, 6; total, 8; confirmations in the parish, 8 ; marriages, 1 ; burials, 4; communicants—added new, 8 ;
removed into the parish, 1; removed from the parish, 5 ; died, 2; present number, 31.
Sunday school teachers, 2 ; scholars, 15 to 120. Catechetical instruction in the church on the third Sunday in each month, except July and August.
Celebration of Divine service every Sunday morning, and sometimes 3-|- o'clock, p. m.
The holy communion on the first Sunday each month in the year, and twice in private.
Contributions—fund for the Episcopate's support, $40 ; contingent expenses Convention, $12.10; Diocesan missions, $25; for church purposes, etc., $22.35; total, $99.45.
The frequent removal of communicants may account in part for our small growth in strength and numbers. By constantly holding up of Christ and Him crucified in our sermons, many who are not of the Church frequently attend the services. When the churches of others are closed their members uniformly come to St. Mark's, and seem to take a lively interest in our prosperity; or, in other words, the success of the Gospel in the conversion of sinners from the error of their ways. This much is gained without any compromise on our part of the distinctive principles and practices of the Church. The law of liberty, as we understand it, has uniformly been our guide in our intercourse with the citizens of Chester, etc. The Church is evidently doing a good work in the parish. Some of her first communicants have gone to their great reward in the church triumphant, and this is our crown of rejoicing in the Lord. Beloved brethren, pray for us.
on, Calvary, Rev. John Benson.
Number of families, 10; number of souls, 41.
Baptisms—infant, 3 ; confirmed, 6 ; marriages, 1; communicants— added anew, 7 ; removed into the parish, 2 ; removed from the parish, 2 ; present number, 26.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 5 ; Catechumens—children taught the catechism openly in the church, by the minister, 7 ; number of times, 5 ; members of other classes for religious instruction, (Bible Class,) 4.
Celebration of Divine service—number of times on Sundays, 13 ; holy days, 1; other days, 2 ; total, 16.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated in public, 6.
Contributions—fund for the support of the Episcopate, $15 ; fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $2.38 ; foreign missions, $11; diocesan, $37.10; parish purposes, (minister's salary,) $100; other contributions for church purposes, $11.95 ; total, $77.31.
The minister has oflSciated in this parish one Sunday in each month. The churoh has been open almost every Sunday—the services and a
sermon being read by Mr. S. Wilkinson. The attendance has been somewhat larger. In addition to the $15 put down for the support of the Episcopate, directions have been given to the Treasurer, A. G. Tyng, Esq., to pay another quarter.
Farm Ridge, St. Andreiv's, . . . Rev. A. J. Warner.
Number of families, 15; number of souls, 58.
Baptisms — adult, 1; infant, 1; total, 2 ; con&med, 1; burials, 2 ; communicants—added anew, 2 ; removed into the parish, 3; died, 1; present number, 27.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 6 ; catechumens, 37.
Celebration of Divine service—number of times on Sundays, 47; holy days, 3 ; total, 50.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated in public, 12 ; in private, 1.
Contributions—fund for the support of the Episcopate, $14; fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $2.88; diocesan missions, $30; offerings at communion, $16.57; parish purposes, $5; total, $68.45.
The fact of this being a strictly rural parish, the majority of whose members live at a distance from the church, accounts for the deficiency in number of services; it being found inconvenient to attend, and therefore most conformable to the wishes of all that one service only should be held in a day. The ordinary congregations are good and steadily increasing, as also a growing interest in the affairs of the parish is manifested. My own health has sensibly improved since taking this charge.
Galena, Grace, Rev. TJios. N. Benedict.
Number of families, 82 ; number of souls, 365.
Baptisms—adult, 1; infant, 17; total, 18; confirmed, 11; marriages, 3 ; burials, 9 ; communicants—added anew, 7; removed from the parish, 3; died, 2; present number, 96.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 10; children taught the catechism openly in the Sunday school every Sunday; Sunday scholars, 75.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 84; holy days, 29; other days, 15 ; total 135.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated, in public, 13; number of times celebrated in private, 2.
Contributions—fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $12 ; domestic missions, $22.30; diocesan missions, 20; offerings at communion, $99.23 ; parishes purposes, $313.60 ; other contributions for church purposes, $90; total, $557.13.
Geneva, St. Marks, . . Rev. J. H. Waterhiri/, A.M.
Number of families, 20 ; number of souls, 65.
Baptisms—infant, 2; confirmed, 8 ; communicants—added anew, 8 ; present number, 21.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 7; members of other classes for religious instruction, 10; Sunday scholars, 40; total number of young persons instructed, 50.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 11; holy days, 1; other days, 8 ; total, 20.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated, in public, 2.
Contributions—diocesan missions, $3.50.
A lot, valued at $200, has been deeded to the church, in the most convenient and elevated part of the village; $1,000 is subscribed for the church, which, with other good promises, will doubtless soon erect a neat Gothic church.
Ch-and Detour, St. Petefs, .... Rev. C. J. Todd.
Number of families, 14.
Baptisms—infant, 2 ; confirmed, 5 ; marriages, 1; communicants— added anew, 2 ; present number, 17.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 4; total number of young persons instructed, 20.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 2.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated, in public, 2.
Contributions—offerings at communion, $1.87; parish purposes, $15; total, $16.87.
My services in this church, in connection with the church at Dixon, commenced the 25th of last May, the first Sunday after Trinity. As soon as practicable, a Sunday school was organized—most of the children, however, being engaged in the schools of other denominations. A sufficient sum has been readily subscribed for obtaining instruction books and a library. Much interest is expressed, and we hope, by the divine blessing, the church here may progress.
JacJcsonville, Trinity, ..... Rev. T. N. Morrison.
Number of families, 29 ; number of souls, 140.
Baptisms—infant, 3; confirmed, 6 ; marriages, 1; burials, 2 ; communicants—added anew, 8 ; removed into the parish, 3 ; present number, 54.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 5 ; Sunday scholars, 25.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 102 ; holy days, 8 ; other days, 5 ; total, 115.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated, in public, 12 ; in private. 1.
Contributions—^fundfor the support of the Episcopate, $18.75 ; fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $6; foreign missions, $12; diocesan missions, $30 ; oflPerings at communion, $60; parish purposes, $650; total, $776.75.
Joliet, Christ, Rev. J. DeW. C Lode.
Number of families, 44; number of souls, 190.
Baptisms—infant, 6; marriages, 2; burials, 4; communicants—added anew, 11; removed from the parish, 5; died, 2; present number, 32.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 2.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated, in public, 3.
Average attendance at church, 150.
Contributions—fimd for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $4 ; parish purposes, $3,100 ; other contributions for church purposes, $5.37; total, $3,109.37.
The present Rector assumed the charge of this parish only six weeks ago, therefore his rej)ort is necessarily somewhat imperfect. There have been no regular services for a year, excepting some three months last winter, when the Rev. Asa Griswold officiated half the Sunday. There is no church edifice, no Sunday school, and but few communicants. This state of things, however, will not, with God's blessing, continue long. During the very short time elapsed since my arrival, a large sum of money has been subscribed for the erection of a church, the plan of it has been adopted, the contracts will probably be made this very week, and I hope to have it finished this year, and to hold service in it on Christmas day. A large congregation attend regularly on the church services, inconvenient as is the time when and the place where the services are held, and there is every prospect of building up in a short time, a flourishing parish.
LocJcport, St. John's, . . . Rev. William L. Bosttvick.
Number of families, 30.
Baptisms—infant, 2 ; marriages, 2; burials, 5 ; communicants— added anew, 1; removed into the parish, 2 ; died, 2 ; present number, 29 ; catechists and Sunday school teachers, 5.
Catechumens—members of Bible class, 10; Sunday scholars, 30 ; total number of young persons instructed, 40.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 2.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated in public, 6; in private, 1.
Contributions—fund for the support of the Episcopate, $10 ; fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $3.62 ; foreign missions, $7 ;
diocesan missions, $6; offerings at communion, $7 ; parish purposes, $10; for Sunday school, $11.50; total, $55.12.
The Rector entered upon his duties here the 1st of March last, and therefore this report is for little more than six months.
This parish has recently received a valuable donation of twenty-five volumes of theological books, "for the use of the Rector for the time being," from the Bishop White Parish Library Association, of Philadelphia.
Limestone, Christ Church, . . . Rev. John Benson.
Number of families, 14 ; number of souls, 55.
Confirmed, 4; marriages, one; burials, 4; new communicants added, 3 ; removed into the parish, 3; removed from the parish, 2; died, 2 ; present number of communicants, 26.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 5.
Children taught the catechism openly in church, 12; number of times, 10; Sunday scholars, 10; total number of young persons instructed, 22.
Divine service was celebrated on Sundays, 47 times; on holy days, 3 times, viz.: on Ash Wednesday, Good Fi-iday, and Ascension Day ; on other days once, viz. : on Thanksgiving Day; total, 51 times.
The holy communion was celebrated in public, 11 times; in private, 1.
Contributions—fund for the support of the Episcopate, $35; fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $3 ; foreign missions, $6; domestic missions, $13.91; diocesan missions, $21.63; offerings at communion, $13.70; for parish purposes, (minister's salary,) $163; other contributions for Church purposes, (repairs,) $14.66. Contributions by Sunday school—domestic missions, $4.42 ; diocesan missions, $3.86; Indian mission of St. Columba, $6.02 ; total, $14.30. Whole amount of contributions, $287.13.
The church has been open for service every Sunday but one. When the Rector has been absent on duty at Farmington, the Rev. Dr. Niglas has kindly supplied his place.
Lee Centre, /St. PaiiCs, . I\ev. J. Bentlcy.
Number of families, 11; number of souls, 54.
Baptisms—infant, 2; confirmed, 5; communicants, 13; celebrations of communion, 2; celebrations of Divine service on Sundays, 67.
Contributions for diocesan missions, $50 ; communion alms, $3.43 ; church building fund, about $1500 ; other parish purposes, $7.50 ; for American Tract Society, $6.12; for American Bible Society, $2.50; total, $1,569.55.
We have thought it best to defer the organization of a Sunday school until the completion of our church, which, we hope, will be in a few weeks. This parish has commenced the erection of a parsonage, which, it is supposed, will cost about $700. The church edifice and lot will cost near $3,000. The church at Dixon is, I believe, nearly ready for consecration. To aid in the erection of these two houses of worship, we have received within the past year from friends in different sections of the country, $1,564.26 in cash, and also a box of fancy and useful articles for a fair, from the ladies of Dr. Bedell's parish. New York, valued at $81, for all of which we feel most devoutly grateful.
Mcndon, Zion Church, . Rev. Hugh H. B. Farmar.
Number of families, 16; number of souls, 90. Baptisms—infant, 5 ; present number of communicants, 30. Divine Service was celebrated on Sundays, 10 times; on other days, 1; total, 11. The holy communion was celebrated in public, once.
Having only undertaken the temporary charge of the parish within the last fortnight, my information respecting its circumstances is not very full; but I believe the above statistics to be correct. The church having been without a minister for more than a year, the Sunday school had dispersed. It assembled again on Sunday last, when 17 scholars presented themselves, and 6 or 7 members of the congregation kindly offered their assistance as teachers.
Naperville, Rev. R. S. Nash.
The parish at Naperville has been so much reduced by removals, etc., that there are but three families remaining, and indeed, there is but one person who can be relied upon to take any efficient interest. He stated to me that, though very desirous to have services, yet owing to prejudice against the church and other causes, the attendance would be very small, and that, in his opinion, it is advisable to defer the effort to some future time, when, it is hoped, it can be made with much fairer prospects of success. I have therefore not held services there.
Ottaiva, Christ Church, . . . Rev. Charles P. Clark.
Number of families, about 70 ; number of souls, about 350. Baptisms — adult, 1 ; infant, 12 ; total, 13 ; confirmed, 2 ; marriages, 8 : burials, 13 ; communicants—added anew, 8 ; removed into
the parish, 5; removed from the jDarish, 5 ; died, 1; lost, 6; present number, 75.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 7; children taught the catechism openly in church, 30 ; number of times, once a week ; total number of young persons instructed, 40.
Celebration of divine service—twice on each Sunday.
The holy communion—first Sunday in each month.
Contributions—foreign missions, S2; offerings at communion, $4.27; parish purposes, $26; total, $32.ii7.
During the past year, the church has been enlarged and remodeled throughout its interior, so that it now contains nearly double the number of its former sittings. This has been done at an expense of some 82,000. It is now lighted witli gas. This has been effected at an expense, for chandeliers, fixtures, etc., of some $260. A fine toned bell has been added at an expense of $400. The last payment on the organ has been effected by the Ladies' Church Aid Society, amounting to $121. Besides, the church has been neatly carpeted, at an expense of more than $100 ; and all has been paid or provided for, except a small balance of between $50 and $100.
While the enlargement and repairs were going on, which occupied three months, the Ilector and his wife made a visit of afiliction to the East, to see, for the last time, and to receive the last blessing of a dear and now sainted father. While there, the friends of St. Ann's church, Brooklyn, generously donated the amount necessary to purchase the church carpet, and some friends in New York and vicinity contributed some $100 toward the bell. With these exceptions, the whole amount has been raised in Ottawa.
Although the missionary stipend was jM'ematurely withheld from us, which is still a cause of serious embarrassment to the Rector, it is hoped that in future the church in Ottawa will indeed become selfsupporting.
Oswego^ St. John's. Bei'. B. &'. Nash.
I have held services here every alternate Sunday. There are a faithful few here who ought not to be deserted. It is thought that there is now fair prospect of a railroad to this point, which will increase the population, and, it is hoped, enable us to build a church. I have attended one funeral and liaptized one child.
Peoria, St. Faurs, Mev. J. W. Cracraft.
Baptisms—infant, 16; adult, 4 ; total, 20.
Confirmed, 17 ; marriages, 5 ; funerals, 6 ; communicants—whole number, 89.
6
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Sunday school teachers, 20 ; scholars, 130.
Public services—twice every Sunday; lecture, every Wednesday evening; during Lent, twice a week; during Passion week, four services.
Contributions—foreign and domestic missions, $68.50 ; diocesan missions, $26.75; American bible society, $46.10; American tract society, $20; Sunday school library; $63.10; Sunday school, $50; church carpet, gas, etc., $349.65 ; church purposes in general, $5,000; dues—to fund of Convention, $6.75 ; total, $5,630.85.
Pittsjield, St. Stephens, . . . Ecv. Robert Ryall.
Number of families, 28 ; number of souls, 150.
Baptisms—infant, 6 ; confirmed, 3 ; marriages, 1; communicants— added anew, 1; removed from the parish, 13; present number, 22; catechists and Sunday school teachers, 3.
Catechumens—children taught the catechism openly in the church, 28 ; number of times, 1; members of other classes for religious instruction, 12 ; total number of young persons instructed, 10.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 64 ; holy days, 1; other days, 5; total, 70.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated in public, 10.
Contributions—fund for the support of the Episcopate, $15 ; fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $3.40 ; diocesan missions, $8.20; total, $26.60.
The Rector assumed the charge of the parish in January last, and is gratified to find a large number of families, either wholly or in part, attached to the church or favorably inclined towards it. But their scattered circumstances as regards location, do not permit our congregations being so numerous as possibly we might expect. This same disposition, also, under the providence of God, may account in some degree for two features observable in the report, viz.: the dispersion of communicants, and the incompleteness of the Sunday school. There are many grounds of hope, however, that it will please the Almighty God to give them that assistance which as a society they will need, and which a report cannot convey.
The Rector is not hitherto acquainted with the financial affairs of the parish ; but that it appears to be scarcely indebted, if at all; and begs to plead the recency of the reception of the Church Register for the defectiveness of the information of the report—that relative to the Sunday school being excepted, which we hope to be permitted to do more for hereafter. I trust we may expect good things from this parish hereafter, under the guidance of God's gracious providence.
Pre-emption, Grace, . . . Rev. Ciithhert 0. Barclay.
Number of families, 50 or 60 ; number of souls, about 250.
Baptisms—infant, 14; confirmed, 11; marriages, 2; burials, 1; communicants—added anew, 11; present number, 66.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 5 ; catechumens—children taught the catechism openly in the church, 40 ; number of times, 52 ; members of other classes for religious instruction, 10 ; total number of young persons instructed, 50.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, one service, in morning ; holy days, festivals and fasts ; other days, 3.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated, in public, monthly; in private, 1.
Contributions—offerings at communion, $6.50.
The present minister entered the parish on last November—found no records, or anything by which he could come to an accurate state of the parish, and moreover, none were able to give much information concerning it. The parish is of great extent, about six miles in length, and the same in breadth, and it has been impossible to come to an exact number of families.
Peru, jSt. Paul's, .... Pev. E. Adams.
Baptisms—adult, 1; infant, 12; total, 13; marriages, 2; burials, 7 ; communicants—removed from the parish, 8 ; present number, 16.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 5; Sunday school scholars, 25.
Celebration of divine service every Sunday.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated in public, monthly; in private, 1.
Contributions—fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $2.50; domestic missions, $3.17: total, $5.67.
Princeton, Redeemer's, Rev. F. B. Nash.
Number of families, 12.
Baptisms—infant, 2 ; confirmed, 2 ; burials, 2 ; communicants— added anew, 2 ; removed into the parish, 4; died, 1; present number, 14.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 22.
This church was organized during the present year. Most of the families and communicants connected with it, were previously connected with St. Jude's church, Tiskilwa. The little church here contains a large proportion of intelligent, zealous members. Measures are being taken for purchasing a suitable lot for a church. We hope ere long to be able to build a small church edifice.
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Providence, Zion\s, Bev. F. B. Nash.
Number of families, 28; number of souls, about loO.
Baptisms—infant, 7 ; confirmed, one; marriages, 2 ; burials, 2 ; communicants—added anew, 1; removed from the parish, 1 ; present number of commimicants, 28.
Catechumens—children taught the catechism openly in the church, 15 ; number of times, 5.
Divine service was celebrated on Sundays, 29 times; the holy communion was celebrated in public, 3 times.
Contributions—fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $3.50 ; domestic missions, $3; offerings at Communion, $4; total, $10.50.
Qiiinci/, St. John's, . . Rev. George P. Giddinge, D.D.
Number of families, about 100.
Baptisms—infant, 3 ; confirmed, 12 ; marriages, 4 ; burials, 10 ; communicants—added anew, 10 ; removed into the parish, 8; removed from the parish, 7 ; died, 1; present number of communicants, 122.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, about 20 ; catechumens— children taught the catechism openly in the church, about 150, all belonging to Sunday School. Divine Service was celebrated twice every Sunday, and once daily in Lent. The holy communion was celebrated on the first Sunday of every month, and on the festivals of Nativity, Easter and Whitsunday; in private twice in the sick room.
Contributions—fund for the support of the Episcopate (secured), $160; fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $14; domestic missions, $35 ; diocesan missions, $70 ; offerings at communion, $75.68 ; parish purposes, somewhat over $300 ; other contributions for Church purposes (for Sunday school), $28; by Sunday school children for various purposes, $26.25 ; by Ladies' Benevolent Association (money), $25, and other articles not estimated ; total, $733.93.
In a pecuniary point of view the parish is in a good condition, and may now, with the Divine blessing, go on and prosper. Attendance at church service is good, and the congregation has considerably increased during the past year. But the Rector is compelled to say, that there is reason for discouragement in reference to the spiritual condition of the church, and its want of earnestness and zeal in helping on the great objects of religion.
RocJcford, Emanuel, Rev. A. Clark.
Number of families, 62 ; number of souls, about 300.
Baptisms—infont, 9 ; confirmed, 3 ; marriages, 8 ; burials, 10 ; communicants—added anew, 3; removed into the parish, 13; removed from the parish, 8 ; present number of communicants, 65.
Catechumens—children taught the catechism openly in the church, 40; number of times, 12 ; members of other classes for religious instruction. 20 ; total number of young persons instructed, 60.
Divine service was celebrated on Sundays, 94 times ; on Holy days, 4 times; other days, 4 times; total, 102 times. The Holy Communion was celebrated in public 12 times.
Contributions—fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $8.12; foreign missions, $48; domestic missions, $11.50; diocesan missions, $34; offerings at communion, $24.99; for parish purposes, $141.70 ; other contributions for Church purposes, $5 ; total, $273.71.
The parish is in a highly flourishing condition. The congregation as well as communicants gradually increasing. The demand for more sittings has already required the construction of new pews, and very soon the church edifice will need to be enlarged.
RoUn's JVest, Christ, Rev. Scmmel Chase.
Number of families, 21 ; number of souls, 150.
Baptisms—infant, 7 ; confirmed, 1; communicants—added anew, 1; died, 3 ; present number, 74.
Cateehists and Sunday school teachers, 18 ; catechumens—children taught the catechism openly in the church, 60 ; number of times, 50 ; Sunday scholars, 40 ; total number of young persons instructed, 100.
Celebration of Divine service—number of times on Sundays, 104; holy days, 9; other days, 2; total, 115.
The holy communion—ntiraber of times celebrated, in public, 15; in private, 4.
Contributions—fund for the support of the Episcopate, $40 ; fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $9.50 ; foreign missions, $27.30 ; domestic, $20.30; diocesan, $75; offerings at communion, $22.21; parish purposes, $350; total, $544.31.
RocJc Island, Trinity, .... Rev. Samuel Goodale.
Number of families, 30 ; number of souls, 150.
Baptisms—adult, 3; infant, 11; total, 14; confirmed, 8; marriages, 9 ; burials, 3 ; communicants—added anew, 6; removed into the parish, 5 ; removed from the parish, 2 ; present number, 32.
From 12 to 15 children are instructed by the Kector every Sunday before service.
Two services on Sunday for ten months, and one during July and August, on account of the situation of our hall.
The holy communion administered the first Sunday of every month. Number of times celebrated in public, 13 ; in private, 1.
Contributions—fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $3; offerings at communion, $60; parish purposes, say $1,000, other than Rector's salary; total, $1,063.
The prospects of the parish continue encouraging. From nine communicants it has, by God's blessing increased to thirty-two, in less than eighteen months. The favorable time for a subscription for a church seems not yet to have arrived, though through the exertion of the ladies we have some $700 on hand. We have also rented and fitted up a commodious hall for church purposes, at an expense of $350. It is a great misfortune that we were so late in occupying this ground, yet I anticipate that, with the growth of the place, a strong and vigorous parish will be built up. I am admonished, however, by the growth of all the other parishes in these river towns, that it will not be the work of a day, or of a year. We must be expected to pass through the same changes, and encounter the same hindrances, before we become consolidated and strong. The parish is increasing in ability from year to year, and though not able to support itself, I am persuaded that the vestry will cheerfully do so, at the earliest day possible.
PiUsJiville, Christ, Vacant.
I can make no other than a blank report. Indeed, our identity is almost lost. Our house is in ruins, and the church lost sight of. What is now to be done I cannot tell, scattered, divided and subdued as we are; my plan, however, is to sell the old house, after removing the seats, and with its proceeds and what we can raise by contribution, build a new, small and neat edifice. Could we once get a building and missionary, and for a while aid to support a minister, till once fairly launched, we would be able to sail prosperously on. I can at present see no plan upon which we can possibly support a minister without aid —unless you can send us one who (being a married man) can combine in himself the labors of minister and school teacher. One capable of teaching a female school of a high order would in that department be eminently successful. Our town is now full of girls just being grown, and who, though unable to go abroad to school, would be able to pay at home the highest tuition. Our public school system has ruined us, and independent of it we are anxious to establish a female school for young ladies—or rather, I should say, for our older girls.
R. M. WoRTHiNGTON, Warden.
Springfield, St. PanVs, . . . Bev. Joseph W. Pierson.
Number of families, 60 ; number of souls, 200.
Baptisms—adult, 1 ; infant, 9 ; total, 10 ; confirmed, 13 ; mar
riages, 4 ; burials, 5 ; eommunicants—reported last year, 72 ; added anew, 10 ; removed into the parish, 9 ; removed from the parish, 7 ,; died, 1 ; present number of communicants, 83.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 4; catechumens, 30 ; number of times, 4; total number of young persons instructed, 35.
Divine service was celebrated twice each Sunday, and on the principal fasts and feasts. The holy communion was celebrated on the first Sunday in each month in public; in private, once.
Contributions—fund for the support of the Episcopate, $7-50 ; fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $1U ; foreign missions, $30 ; domestic missions, $46.50 ; diocesan missions, $53.35 ; offerings at communion, $180.78 ; for parish purposes, $63.26 ; total, $391.39.
St. Charles, St. Paul's, . Rev. J. H. Waterbuvf/, A.M.
Number of families, 10 ; number of souls, 40.
Baptisms—infant, 1 ; communicants, 6.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 4 ; catechumens—children taught the catechism openly in the church, 10 ; number of times, 2; Sunday scholars, 15 ; total number of young persons instructed, 15.
A clergyman, settled at Geneva, would be able soon to revive this feeble branch of Zion.
Sycamore, St. Peters, . Rev. J. H. Waterhuri/, A.3I.
Number of families, 22 ; number of souls, 80.
Baptisms—adult, 3 ; infant, 8 ; total, 11, (2 in Brooklyn, N.Y.); confirmed, 3; marriages, 1, (at Bloomington); communicants—added anew, 2 ; removed into the parish, 4 ; present number of communicants, 20.
Catechists and Sunday School teachers, 5; catechumens—children taught the catechism openly in the church, 15 ; number of times, 4 ; members of other classes for religious instruction, 6; total number of young persons instructed, 21.
Celebrations of Divine service—on Sundays, 35 ; on other days, 1 ; total, 36. Celebrations of the holy communion—in public, 2 ; in private, 1 ; total, 3.
Contributions—diocesan missions, $4.50 ; oiferings at communion, $5.50; for parish purposes (church and preaching), $1600; other contributions for church purposes (Sunday school), $4.50; total, $1614.50.
In the summer of 1855 the first Episcopal services were held in this village of Sycamore. In October the parish was organized, and admitted to Convention during the year. Over $1,000 was subscribed for the erection of the church, and from plans by William Backus & Co., Chicago, a contract has been made for a church at $2,000. On Auo;ust
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27th the corner-stone was laid by the Kector, assisted by Rev. J. E. C Smedes, of Beloit, and Rev. R. S. Nash, of Aurora.
The church is to be finished this fall and consecrated before winter. It is hoped by those responsible for the fulfillment of the hope, that ten acres of glebe land and a neat parsonage will be donated to the church.
TisJcihva, St. Judds, Rev. F. B. Nash.
Number of families, 13.
Baptisms—infant, 1; confirmed, 2; marriages, 7; burials, 4; communicants—added anew, 2; removed into the parish, 1 ; died, 1; present number, 16.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 45; holy days, 1; other days, 8; total, 54.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated in public, 2.
Contributions—fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $2; domestic missions, S12 ; offerings at communion, $5.25 ; parish purposes, $930; other contributions for chureli purposes, $5 ; total, $954.2.5.
We have obtained a lot, and made arrangements for building a parsonage at Tiskilwa, immediately. This will tend much to strengthen the interests of the church here. My duties upon the Sabbath give me so little time at Tiskilwa, and most of our church families live so far out, that I have not found it practicable to organize a Sunday school.
I have had two monthly appointments at Sheffield, a thriving village on the Rock Island Road,15 miles from Tiskilwa, since last February, one on Sabbath evenings, and the other during the week. Much interest has been expressed in the establishment of our church at Shefiield, by wealthy members of the church elsewhere. We are encouraged to hope that by their aid, the church may be permanently established there.
Arcadia, Messiah \ ^^,^. pj^^^.^^^^. chase.
Wyoming, >!>/. Lukes, \
Number of families, 10 ; ordinary attendance upon religious services, 40 to 50.
Baptisms—infant, 4 ; marriages, 1 ; burials, 1; communicants— added by removal, G ; otherwise, 2 ; lost by removal, 1 ; present number. 22.
Public services every Sunday; number, 50.
Contributions—diocesan missions, $50; domestic missions, $11; fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $2.75; total, $63.75.
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Woodstock, .... Rev. S. D. Piilford, Missionary/.
Baptisms—infant, 4 ; marriages, 2 ; burials, 2 ; communicants—removed into the county, 3; removed from the county, 2; died, 1 ; present number—Woodstock, 3 ; Algonquin, 5 ; Marengo, 5 ; total, 13.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 5 ; Sunday scholars, 25.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, part of time, 2, part of time, 1; holy days, 2 ; other days, 1; total, 75.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated in public, 4.
Contributions—offerings at communion, $7 ; parish purposes, $60 ; total, S67.
Your missionary calne to Woodstock last October, induced by apparently favorable indications, to try the experiment of establishing the Chilrch here. Time has proved that most of the professed favor for the church in this place, was not founded upon attachment to, or knowledge of the Church, but opposition to other denominations, and love of novelty. In consequence, there is very little foundation to build upon.
By far the most favorable point in the county, at present, for the establishment of the Church, is Marengo. There are two very fine lots held in reserve, by a church-woman resident there, to be given for a church site whenever required, and it is confidently thought that $1200 or $1500 can be raised in that place alone for the building of a church.
Your missionary held services in Marengo once each Sunday during the winter and part of the spring, making each Sunday a ride of twelve miles and back; but his horse becoming, in the spring, severely and permanently lame, and being unable to procure another, or hire one, he has been obliged to omit services at Marengo, and much other missionary duty in the county. Unless some considerable accessions should be made by removal to this place from other places, and that soon, it would seem to be impracticable for your missionary to continue here longer than spring, at farthest.
Waverley, Christ, Rev. D. W. Dresser.
Number of families, 9 ; number of souls, 50.
Baptisms—infant, 1; confirmed, 2 ; marriages, 1; communicants— added anew, 2; removed into the parish, 1; present number, 11.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers, 5 ; Sunday scholars, 20.
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 52; holy days, 5 ; total 57.
The holy communion—number of times celebrated in public, 2.
Contributions—fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $2.80; foreign missions, $6.50; domestic missions, $10; diocesan missions, $12 ; total, $31.30.
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Waukec/an, Christ, Rev. Sylvester Nash.
Number of families, 45 ; number of pouls, 80 to 150.
Baptisms—inftint, 12 ; confirmed, 8 ; marriages, 5 ; burials, 6; communicants—added anew, 3; removed into the parish, 1; present number, 26.
Catechists and Sunday school teachers. 6; Sunday scholars, 44
Celebration of divine service—number of times on Sundays, 2 ; holy days, Christmas, Ash-Wednesday, Good Friday; other days, twice in country.
The holy communion—once in two months, Christmas and Easter.
Contributions—fund for the support of the Episcopate, $8.75 ; fund for the contingent expenses of the Convention, $3.25; diocesan missions, $10 ; offerings at communion, $24.20 ; parish purposes, $161 ; A. B. Society, S9.45; total, $216.65.
Rev. Charles Dresser, Chaplain of Jubilee College—
In compliance with canonical requirement, I hereby report that during the Conventional year, I have continued to officiate statedly in the College Chapel, preaching on Sundays, and on other principal days in the Calender. I have heard, also, the recitations of the candidates for orders, and have performed such duties as have been assigned me in the academical department.
I have occasionally preached elsewhere, also, and officiated at three funerals, and baptized one infant.
Rev. Asa Griswold—
Soon after the annual Convention, in October, 1855, I accepted a call from Christ's church, Joliet, Will county. I continued my pastoral charge of that church during four months, and then relinquished such charge. My health and voice being impaired by an affection of my lungs, I have not since been able to perform the duties, either of a missionary, or parish clergyman. My health, however, is now improving, and I hope to be able in a short time to resume my ministerial labors. In the parish at Joliet, I administered the holy communion three times, baptized three children, and married one couple.
Rev. Orrin Miller, Sen.—
I have so far recovered my health that I have preached once at Lane station. Ogle county, once at Algonquin, and have read prayers once at Batavia, and twice at Kockford. I have baptized one infant, and administered the Lord's Supper once, at Algonquin,
of the Diocese of Illinois.
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TREASURER'S REPORT.
Samuel Chase, in Account ivith Convention., 1855-6.
Dr. | Cr. | ||
1855. | |||
Oct. 17 | To Balance, '• Cash from the following churches : | $122 60 | |
17 | St. Peter's, Grand Detour, | 1 25 | |
17 | St. Luke's, Dixon, | 75 | |
17 | Trinity Church, Chicago, | 19 00 | |
17 | Zion Church, Providence, | 2 20 | |
17 | St. Jude's, Tiskilwa, | 2 00 | |
17 | St. Paul's, Peru, | 8 00 | |
17 | St. John's, Quincy. | 14 00 | |
18 | Emanuel Church, Rockford, | 7 12 | |
18 | Trinity Church, Jacksonville, | 6 30 | |
18 | Calvary Church, Farmington, | 2 87 | |
18 | Christ Church, Limestone, | 3 65 | |
18 | St. James', Chicago, | 28 00 | |
24 | Grace Church, Galena, | 11 75 | |
28 | St. Paul's, Springfield, | 9 00 | |
28 | Christ Church, Robin's Nest, | 9 50 | |
Dec. | By Bills of Bailhache & Baker, for | ||
1856. | Printing Journals and Canons, | $158 90 | |
May 13 | " Bills of Postage, | 10 03 | |
Aug. 1 | " Bill of B. Foster, Printing Bl'ks, | 5 00 | |
" Postage on Blanks, | 1 1 71 | ||
" Stationery, | 1 31 | ||
30 | " Bill for Printing Report of Com | ||
mittee on Canons, | 22 10 | ||
" 1 Gold Piece, Counterfeit. | 2 50 | ||
" Balance, | 40 94 | ||
$242 49 | $242 49 |
SA]\IUEL CHASE, Treasurer.
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REPORT OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES.
The Trustees of the Protestant Episcopal Church in the Diocese of Illinois, most respectfully report to the Convention as follows, viz. :
At a meeting of the Board held on the 21st day of November, 1855, the following assessment was adopted by the Board, establishing the amount required from each Parish in the Diocese, for the support of the Episcopate, under the Resolution adopted by the last Diocesan Convention:
LIST OF PARISHES.
Aurora Trinity $ 45 00
Alton St. Paul's 90 00
Albion St. John's 50 00
Algonquin St. John's 15 00
Batavia Calvary 25 00
Bloomington .. .St. Matthew's 50 00
Brimfield Zion 15 00
Beardstown St. Andrew's 15 00
Carlinville St. Paul's 15 00
Chester St. Mark's 40 00
Chesterfield St. Peter's 15 00
Chicago St. James' 350 00
St. Ansgarius' 30 00
Atonement 115 00
Trinity 230 00
Grace 110 00
Collinsville Christ 15 00
Decatur St. John's 15 00
Dixon St. Luke's 20 00
EdwardsviUe St. Andrew's 15 00
Erindale Christ 15 00
Farmington Calvary 80 00
Farm Ridge St. Andrew'i
Freeport Zion
Galena Grace
Geneva St. Mark's.
Grand Detour.. .St. Peter's.
Jacksonville Trinity
Joliet Christ
Kickapoo St. Luke's .
La Salle St. Mark's.
40 00 45 00 160 00 30 00 25 00 75 00 40 00 15 00 15 00
Limestone Christ S 35 00
Lockport St. John's 45 00
Mendon Zion 15 00
Metamora Christ 25 00
Mt. Sterling Trinity 15 00
Moline Grace 15 00
Morris St. Thomas 30 00
Naperville St. John's 15 00
Ottawa Christ 80 00
Oswego St. John's 15 00
Pekin St. Paul's 25 00
Peoria St. Paul's 120 00
Peru St. Paul's 40 00
Pittsfield St. Stephen's 20 00
Pre-emption. ... Grace 15 00
Providence Zion 30 00
Quincy St. John's 160 00
Kockford Emanuel 85 00
Rock Island Trinity 35 00
Robin's Nest ...Christ 80 00
Rushville Christ 15 00
Springfield St. Paul's 110 00
St. Charles St. Paul's 20 00
Sycamore St. Peter's 15 00
Tiskilwa St. Jude's 30 00
Tremont Christ 15 00
Vandalia Grace 15 00
AVarsaw St. Paul's 20 00
Waukegan Christ 40 00
Waverly Christ 15 00
AVyoming St. Luke's 15 00
Lee Centre St. Paul's 30 00
In the Circular announcing the above Assessment to the several Parishes, notice was given of the requirement that "the several Assessments as set forth," should be paid to the Treasurer of the Fund for the support of the Episcopate, in equal quarterly payments.
The Treasurer's account is presented as an accompanying document.
SAMUEL CHASE,
President of the Board.
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES.
The Treasurer of the Trustees of the Episcopate Fund of the Diocese of Illinois, reports as follows:
Amount Reo'd from former Treas. .. $ 16 51
Christ Church Limestone .... 12 00
Calvary Church Farmington ... 7 50
St. Stephen's Church Pittsfield 5 00
Trinity Church Jacksonville ... 18 75
St. Mark's Church.. .Chester 10 00
Christ Church Robin's Nest... 20 00
St. Luke's Church...Kickapoo 3 75
Zion Church Brimfield 3 75
St. John's Church.. .Lockport 10 00
Peoria, September 8th, 1856.
St. Andrew's Church.Farm Ridge 9 00
Zion Church Brimfield 3 75
St. Mark's Church...Chester 10 00
Christ Church Limestone 23 00
St. John's Church.. .Lockport 10 00
St. John's Church.. .Albion 6 00
Christ Church Robin's Nest... 20 00
Calvary Church Farmington ... 7 50
St. Mark's Church.. .Chester 10 00
$206 50
ALEX. G. TYNG.
LIST OF DELINQUENT PARISHES
IN THE ASSESSMENT FOR CONTINGENT EXPENSES FOR THE YEARS 1855-6.
Trinity Church, Aurora * $ 3 25
St. Paul's, Alton * 7 00
St. John's, Albion 4 38
St. John's, Algonquin 3 13
Calvary Church, Batavia * 1 88
St. Matthew's, Bloomington 2 75
Zion Church, Brimfield * 150
St. Andrew's, Beardstown 75
St. Paul's, Carlinville 1 25
St. Mark's, Chester* 3 38
St. Peter's, Chesterfield 2 88
St. Ansgarius, Chicago * 14 63
Church of the Atonement, Chicago * 8 75
Grrace Church, Chicago * 9 13
Christ Church, CoUinsville 3 63
St. John's, Decatur 75
St. Andrew's, Edwardsville 75
Christ Church, Erindale 4 75
St. Andrew's, Farm Ridge * 2 88
=* Paid since the list was made out.
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Zion Churcli, Freeport $2 25
St. Mark's, Geneva 2 25
Christ Church, Joliet* 3 25
St. Luke's, Kickapoo 3 25
St. Mark's, La Salle '. 75
St. Paul's, Lee Centre 75
St. John's, Lockport 4 50
Zion Church, Mendon 3 63
Christ Church, Metamora 2 25
Trinity Church, Mt. Sterling 138
Grace Church, Moline 1 50
St. Thomas, Morris * 2 75
St. John's, Naperville 75
Christ, Ottawa* 7 50
St. John's, Oswego 1 00
St. Paul's, Pekin 1 50
St. Paul's, Peoria * 7 00
St. Stephen's, Pittsfield * 3 38
Grace Church, Preemption 4 38
Trinity Church, Kock Island * 3 00
Christ Church, Rushville 3 00
St. Paul's, St. Charles 1 25
St. Peter's, Sycamore * 1 88
Christ Church, Tremont 113
Grace Church, Vandalia 75
St. Paul's, Warsaw 2 13
Christ Church, Waukegan 2 50
Christ Church, Waverly * 1 13
St. Luke's, Wyoming* 2 00
* Paid since the list was made out.
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BISHOP'S ADDRESS
Brethren, Beloved, of the Clergy and Laitt :
There is solemn impression in each recurring season of annual conference. It is the close of a cycle in our ministerial lives ; and we " give it voice" as the burial toll of the past and gone. Another diocesan year has ended, with its labours and cares, comparatively easy to forget; its sins and omissions which we cannot and dare not.
Each one has reviewed and gathered up his year's work ; and, I am sure, many have sighed over the poor results, and resolved, as we closed the page of record, that next year should witness more earnest devotion to our Heavenly calling. Some have done it with springing hope ; but not all.
As we thus come together face to face, many on whom we look— as well as the absence of those on whom we shall look no more— remind us of the wearing lapse of time ; of the brevity of our working day ; the rapid progress of its hurrying hours. It is good sometimes to look back, (as a large portion of us are obliged to do,) on the ardent zeal of our youth ; the high hopes hardly made modest, with which we passed the threshold of the ministry; the confidence, (shall I say, rash,) that the world, the Church and ourself must necessarily grow demonstrably better ;—and now contrast,it with the experience of real life : the great failure of the whole romance of the young Melancthon. Not certainly to make us morbid in the
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estimate of humanity or ourselves ; not to cry in haste, almost with smothered anguish, "all men are liars;" but by thinking soberly, truthfully, to retain more freshly our confidence for effort; honor for manhood ; pity for the fallen soul; and quicker sympathy for helping exertion and forgiving apology. We may gain through such revision a deeper conception of sin and grace; of the awful antagonism of evil and good in probation; strength for endurance by the increase of humility, self-renunciation and faith ; and above all, a more child-like reliance of prayer on " grace sufficient for us."
It is season, too, as we gather, for gratitude ; that so many have been spared ; that the family circle enlarges; and the growing Church is perpetual, though its ministry be in " earthen vessels."
One of our number has finished his course. When we were last in session, he was on the verge of the grave, though we did not then fear it: and the last note written to me from his bed of sickness, mingled, with the regret that he could not be present at our opening services in Alton, the hope that he might nevertheless find tomorrow's strength adequate for the journey. But fatal fever was insidiously smouldering on its wasting course; and though weeks wore on, the issue was, that our young brother passed from us, and we have to record the name of Stephen R. Child as dead for the Church's work on earth; but we trust, among the waiting saints of paradise, in whose glowing hearts the progress of the battling Church of Christ is the onward of their life towards the consummation of body and soul. His had been, however, no fairy dream. Its few years had been scarred with many stern lines of hardness and trial, where he had bravely worked up under disadvantages—lifted in new hope his bowed head—strung again his crushed heart—and formed at last, by divine grace, an even, resolute, self-denying, hardworking character, adorned with many gentle and loving graces; and fulfilled his patient ministry in one parish, which in five years he brought to its present point of stability and promise. He has left a young widow and a single child, the survivor of several who preceded him to the grave. She is resident with her parents in Brimfield, and has sought the best form of comfort for her early grief, in an intelligent and active usefulness in that small congregation.
This is the only loss we have sustained by death in our ministry and almost the only painful incident in the year's chronicle. The months since our last assembly, (hardly passing ten,) have been
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gratifying in the growth of the Church within our borders, and very pleasant to myself in what I have witnessed and experienced in all parts of the Diocese. I have been able, by God's help, to fulfil all engagements; and have met, as far as I knew them, the claims for Episcopal services, direct and indirect.
As we look forward, what we have to do seems almost impracticably large: sometimes in its progress there is a present consciousness of powers fully taxed, and hard labor; but in the retrospect, the dominant feeling is sadness, and almost shame, for the brief record and trifling summary.
Such as it is, it becomes my duty to review it, and submit its brief official minutes to the Convention. No member of the body would have greater cause than myself to be grateful, if it were a more worthy offering to Chris,t and His Church. But I trace it with a grateful heart for all God's goodness. A short line of formal entry hath in it for me^a deep symbol, and wide expanse of preservation and blessing. The record of a sermon or address is memorial of a present help where fear had weighed me down ; of imparted energy equal to the need, when nature made me shrink, as if efffort was beyond strength. Between the line that notes the passing from one parish to another, I must recall days of travel, and long, dark nights in the whirling train; the pathway cumbered sometimes with wrecks, when we glided on securely ; and where, perhaps, we hastily received the mangled body from some fatal stroke. The annal is dry and cold to your ear—it could hardly claim to be more—and yet to the Bishop's heart it is deep answering to deep—" Bless the Lord, 0 my soul, and forget not all his benefits."
I have also thankful remembrance of the kindness of my brethren and friends; the courtesy received in the use of places of worship from other bodies of Christians, and the favor of several of the railroads in the State in lessening my personal expenses of travel.
During the session of the last Convention, I endeavored, by inquiry publicly made at different times, to ascertain if there were any Parishes in the Diocese where an Episcopal visitation was required. I found, however, that I had exhausted for the present such requirement, and therefore for the next few weeks remained mainly in Chicago, preaching on Sunday^ October 23, and November 4, in three of the Churches.
On Tuesday, October 23, went to Batavia for the purpose of laying the corner-stone of a church edifice. This act was fulfilled; and at the same time I preached and confirmed eight persons.
On Thursday, October 25, I left for Quincy, byway of Burlington, and on the following Sunday, October 28, preached and confirmed ten persons, and one in private, very sick. Among those who presented themselves was Mr. Nathaniel Taylor Root, who has since become a Candidate for Holy Orders, with full qualifications. At the same time I gave my consent to the application, under the new Canon for the Diaconate, to Mr. Stephen B. Hoffman, who has since been admitted. I preached again in the evening.
On Saturday, November 3, in Chicago, the examination of Cuthbert CoUingwood Bai'clay was held. Mr. B. had been for the last two years a student of Theology at Jubilee.
On Sunday morning, in Grace Church, I admitted Mr. Barclay to the Order of Deacons, on which occasion I preached. The candidate was presented by Rev. Charles Y. Kelly.
On Sunday, November 11, I preached and administered the Holy Communion in Bloomington ; there were present about eighteen at the Lord's Table. This interesting parish has suffered, I fear, from the difiiculty in obtaining a suitable minister. With its substantial resources, and earnest spirit, I trust the depression will be but temporary.
Monday was spent in visiting some sick in the vacant parish; and from Ihtre I went to Spiiigfield, for the correction of the proof for the Journal.
Sunday, November 18.—Preached in Grace Church, Chicago.
My principal and most anxious engagement in Chicago was connected with the " Bishop's Church and residence." The kind and unequivocal action of the Convention had inspired a hope in many breasts, in which my own shared, that the impediments in the way of those objects would be removed, and some hearty assistance given, in some form or other, to facilitate my residence within the Diocese. My first personal action was, in company with Hon. J. M. Wilson, to wait upon Mr. Beers, and, in a full conversation with him, explain the present position of the matter; offer to secure to him the full amount of payment for both lots, with ten per cent, interest; to restore everything to its original condition, so far as my own purpose and pledges were concerned; and then heartily prose
cute the work as approved and directed by the Convention. I regret to say, however, that all overtures were declined, as I understood, on the ground of the enhanced value of the property.
In the meantime, an offer had been made to deed to me, as a gift, the building occupied by Grace Church ; and a Committee of the Vestry did me the honor of calling, with resolutions to this effect.
After taking legal advice as to the integrity of our title to the "Church lot" under the deed, I inclined to accept the offer, remove the building to that site, enlarge it, and immediately place there an Assistant ; fulfilling in this mode the full condition and character of the *' Bishop's Church."
Before acting, however, definitely, I carried to Springfield all the papers in the case, and presented them, with a narrative of past and present, to the Standing Committee, thus acting under the Canon, leaving them to decide on the course of action proper for me to pursue. This body, you are aware, contains legal talent to which all deference should be paid; and the action of the body, expressed in a series of resolutions, which I subjoin,* left me without any hesitation
* Whereas, by the action of the Convention of 1855, the Standing Committee are, authorized to act with the Bishop, in matters appertaining to the Bishop's Church and residence ; and the Bishop having requested the advice and action of the Committee, in reference to the same ; and, especially, in regard to the right over and present occupation of, the property purchased of Mr. Beers, and the steps necessary to be taken in the premises ; and the Committee having fully inquired into all the circumstances of the case :—therefore,
Resolved, That we see no grounds, legal, equitable, or moral, for re-conveying the property, and, therefore, advise the Bishop not to comply with the demand of Mr. Beers ; but we advise him to take possession of, and proceed to occupy the property, for the purposes of a bishop's church.
Resolved, That, for the same reasons, we advise the Bishop not to abandon or cancel the contract made with Mr. Beers, in reference to the other lot; but we advise him to proceed, if necessary, to enforce performance of the contract on the part of Mr. Beers.
Resolved, That, in advising the Bishop to pursue this course, the Standing Committee believe that they are expressing the wishes and asserting the rights of the Diocese; and they will render him all the aid in their power in the responsibility and labor which this important trust may involve, and to secure for the plans a successful result.
S. Y. McMasters, Joseph W. Pierson, A. Campbell, S. H. Treat.
Springfield, Nov. 20th, 1855.
as to the course it was my duty to take. In the inception of the matter, I had offered to assume twenty-five hundred dollars of the five thousand contracted to be paid for the lot given to me for a residence. Although this amount was not legally due, as the deed was refused, I felt that the tender of it in full, with interest, would at least be evidence of my own anxiety to fulfil all my own share in the enterprise, and secure to the owner the full amount for which he sold the property. This tender was made in my behalf by Judge Dickey, and refused.
Arrangements were made for the removal of the church building as soon as it could be conveyed ; and in consequence of this, I went to New-York to secure the services of a clergyman as an Assistant, in which I fully succeeded. The result was, however, as ever before —disappointment, some objection arising in the congregation to the transfer of the church; which, although so deeply affecting my own plans, I can hardly regret, as the vestry have since called as Rector the Rev. John W. Clark, from the Diocese of New-Jersey ; and, besides the addition to our numbers of a valued laborer, his exertions promise to place the dispirited flock in a condition of vigorous exertion and permanent location.
No expression of interest, no movement of any kind, even in the most secondary relation, has been made in Chicago, during the months since our last meeting ; and, so far as I am personally concerned, I have naturally been obliged to regard the whole as beyond my present control. The claim upon the property is unimpaired by any action of mine ; and the Convention, as they think proper, may act upon the subject, or leave it to its natural determination.
My winter visitation began after the canonical notices, on Sunday^ January 21th, in St. James's Church, Chicago, where 1 preached, confirmed ten ; and as on every occasion of Confirmation, addressed the candidates, after the -'laying on of hands."
In the afternoon, in the Church of the Atonement, after preaching, I confirmed seventeen.
In the evening, performed the same services in Trinity Church, the number confirmed homg fourteen.
My next appointment was at Peru ; but on arrival there in the afternoon, 1 found with regret that the Rector had withdrawn the notice for the evening service, being in doubt whether, from the state of the weather, I could reach there.
My next appointment was at Jubilee College, where there was a meeting of the Trustees.
On the morning of Wednesday^ January 30, I officiated in the College Chapel, preached, and during the service baptized three infants, one of them the child of the Rev. Dr. Chase.
The weather during the following days was intensely cold, the thermometer sinking to 28 degrees below zero.
On Friday, February 1,1 rode from Jubilee to Farmington, eighteen miles, and officiated in the evening in Calvary Church, preached, and confirmed two.
On Saturday, we drove twenty miles, to Peoria ; and on Sunday, February 3, I preached and confirmed seventeen, in St. Paul's Church, Peoria; and again, in the evening.
Ash-Wednesday, February 6,1 preached in the Church of the Atone\ment, Chicago.
l The railroad track was much impeded by snow, and I could not iteach Springfield in time for service on Friday ; but made a renewed appointment for Ilonday evening, February 11, which I fulfilled duly, preaching and confirming thirteen.
^unday, February 10th, I spent in Jacksonville, preaching in the moi-^iing and afternoon; and on the latter occasion I confirmed six.
Fiom Springfield, I returned to Chicago, on Thursday morning, Februwy 14; and in the afternoon I confirmed a dying young man in St. James's Hospital.
On Friday evening, February 15, I preached and confirmed three persons, in Emmanuel Church, Rockford; and on Saturday morning confirmed a sick man.
On Sunday, February 17th, preached and confirmed eleven, in Grace Church, Galena; and preached again in the afternoon; and returned on Tuesday, 19th, to Chicago.
My Spring visitation commenced with Albion, which I reached on Saturday, May 10th, and remained there until Wednesday, officiating at different times in St. John's Church. The Rev. Mr. Hutchins resigned the parish more than a year since; but is still resident there and his venerable father. He has rendered occasional services, but the Church still continues without a regular pastor.
On Whitsunday, May 11.—Mr. Hutchins assisted me in the service. I preached; administered the Communion, and addressed the congregation on the subject of Confirmation; for which rite, in conse
quence of the vacancy in the pastorship, no preparation had been made.
In the afternoon, I again preached, and baptized the infant child of Rev. Mr. Hutchins.
On Whitsun Monday, 1 held morning service at 8 o'clock, preached, and afterwards, nme persons offered themselves for Confirmation, who were presented by Rev. Mr. Hutchins. At the request of the Vestry, I preached again in the evening.
On my way to and from Albion, it became necessary to stop at Olney—the nearest point by rail-road to that place—about twentyfive miles from it. I advert to it, as the opportunity for recording the peculiar kindness of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Gunn—where, although personally a stranger, I found the welcome of an old friendship. Olney is a thriving village, and my generous hosts would, I hope, form living seed for the planting of the Church.
My next appointment was at Cairo. There is no Church organization; but, from correspondence with influential parties there and in Philadelphia, I expected to find ibem ready to welcome a minister, and aid in his support. An active clergyman, from Long Island, was prepared to settle there. On my arrival, however, I found that no notice had been given of my visit—although the list of appointments had been received—and the few friends of the Church felt too weak to make any effort at present.
The next morning I left for Jonesborough, and met with a kind welcome from Mr. Willard, whose hospitality I enjoyed during my stay.
In the evening, I baptized four children of one family.
On Friday morning, May 16, I held service, and preached in the Baptist Church, baptized a lady, and confirmed three.
In the afternoon, after notice, I administered the Holy Communion at Mr. Willard's, where six persons were partakers.
There is no Episcopal service at this place, but very much that is attractive in the appearance and society of the town, and encouraging from the interest of several influential families. A lot is set apart for a church—a gift from Mr. Willard—in a beautiful situation; and the disposition exists to make liberal exertions to aid in the support of a minister, and the building of a church.
Since my visit, some advantageous offers have been made, of a college charter and land endowment, to the amount of about ten
thousand dollars; and I am making effort to avail ourselves of the liberal opening. A college, under Episcopal management, in the southern part of the Diocese, would exert an highly favorable influence on education and the growth of the Church.
To reach Chester, my next appointment, distant, up the river, only -about forty miles, I was obliged to go to St. Louis, and down the river—a distance of two hundred and fifty.
In St. Mark's church, Chester, I spent the Lord's Day, May 18. In the morning, preached, and administered the Holy Communion ; and, in the afternoon, preached, and confirmed eight.
Returning by boat to St. Louis, I reached Alton on Monday, having been up five nights out of the twelve, since beginning my journey. On Tuesday, I preached, and confirmed " nine in the upper room," where service is temporarily held, while the church-edifice is rebuilding. This enterprise is proceeding with vigor, and, at an early date, the old site will be crowned with a building second to none in the Diocese,
In the afternoon, at four o'clock, I had the privilege of visiting again the Penitentiary ; and, after preliminary service, from the " Visitation of Prisoners," Dr. McMasters baptized seven men, and I confirmed twenty-one. There was present a selected congregation of about eighty, composed, in addition to the new converts, of those confirmed on the previous visitation, in October. The religious influence in the prison, under the judicious and faithful Rector of St. Paul's Church is steadily producing and maturing good fruits. From all the facts within my knowledge and observation, I should say, that those who "witnessed the good confession" last Fall, have been as stable and advancing as the same class of persons, under like circumstancfes of religious feeling, would have been in open society. This visit made an aggregate of one hundred confirmed within its sad walls within eight months. Some of them have already gone to the unchanging state, and a portion have returned again to freedom and the sore temptations of the world. May the divine Grace which, we trust, put into their hearts good desires, enable them still to bring the same to good effect.
The small parish at Waverley is now in charge of the Rev. David Walker Dresser, where he is making good proof of his Diaconate, extending services to Chesterfield, and parts adjacent. I preached in Christ Church, at 4 p.m., Wednesday, May 21,and confirmed two. At
eight o'clock the next morning, the church was again opened, for the administration of the Lord's Supper; on which occasion, I again preached. About nine persons presented themselves at the Holy Table.
On Friday, May 23, I met with the Committee for the Revision of the Constitution, Canons, and Rules of Order—the result of whose work has been laid before you at this session. The weather, for a few days, was extremely warm—the thermometer ranging from 94^ to 100*^—forming a striking contrast to the visit only three months before, when it was 15° below zero.
Sunday, May 25, I spent at Pittsfield, Pike County, and officiated in St. Stephen's church, preaching morning and afternoon, and confirmed three persons.
The Rev. Mr. Ryall is settled here, apparently to the satisfaction of both parties.
From Pittsfield, I went by stage to Quincy, and on Tuesday, May 27, preached in St. John's church, and confirmed one.
On Wednesday, accompanied by the Rev. Mr, Giddinge, went to Mendon. This was the home and place of faithful pastoral labor of the Rev. John Sellwood; and, at the time of my visit, supposing, in common with the Church at large, that he had fallen by the hand of brutal violence on the Isthmus of Panama, I preached a sermon expressive of my sense of his worth and piety, and the relations of the dead Missionary to the living subjects of his hushed teaching. Restored to comparative strength, as his eye has read his own obituaries, so his ear may hear that his Bishop remembered his simpleearnestness for Christ and His Church—lamented his hasty fall—and now-gratefully acknowledges God's mercy in sparing him for longer proof of his ministry, in the unbroken expanse of a broader and more urgent field.
At "Warsaw, my next point, the same melancholy duty awaited me in the parish of the lamented Childs. That he has gone from us, we are only too sure; but his earthly charge, planted, nurtured, and fulfilled through so many hardships and tears, will prove enduring. The Rev. H. N. Freeman, from Ohio, has recently accepted the call, and the prospects are encouraging for its growth.
On Tuesday, May 29.—I preached there, in the afternoon, and again in the evening, assisted in the services by the Rev. Mr. Swan, of Michigan, who accompanied me in my course up the river, as far as Burlington, la.
On Saturday, May 30, I reached Rock Island, and rode over in the evening to Pre-Emption Prairie, where our Church is established under the name of " Grace Church, Rock Island County." Since his admission to the Diaconate, the Rev. C. C. Barclay has been princi. pally engaged at this point, and, at the time of my visit, with seemingly the most encouraging results. And, although there has been since more delay and "withholding" than I thought their warm " first love" would then admit, I ti'ust it is but temporary,—and the warmhearted Irish Churchmen who constitute the flock, will not suffer the house of God to linger unfinished, nor a faithful servant of God to want his pledged portion of maintenance.
My morning service on the Lord's Day, in the old school-house , with its crowded and earnest auditory, the sermon, addresses, Communion, and Confirmation, were fraught with interest. The number presented for the latter rite being eleven, was one indication of activity in its Deacon, and life in his Missionary charge.
On Sunday evening, my appointment was in Trinity Church, Rock Island; where I found an essential improvement in the place of worship. A large room, exclusively appropriated to our religious services, has been procured, and fitted up. I confirmed three, after the sermon ; the service being performed by the Rector and Mr. Barclay. The proximity of this place to the City of Davenport, the residence of the Bishop of Iowa, secures for them a portion of his personal influence—and afforded me, in like manner, an occasion of pleasant meeting.
On Monday morning, June 2, I returned to Grace Church, Rock Island County, for the purpose of laying the corner-stone of a churchedifice. Five acres of ground, embracing two pleasant knolls, have been given ; and there, the church, with its surrounding grave-yard —the parsonage, with its glebe acres—are to be built. The whole will form a beautiful centre for a thriving rural parish. The good work need not lag, if each has a proper spirit to give and work, as God has signally blessed them. I preached in the school-house— where the procession was formed ; and, after the usual services at the corner-stone, delivered there an address.
On Tuesday, June 3, in the morning, I preached and confirmed four in St. Jude's Church, Tiskilwa; and, in the afternoon, again preached, and confirmed one, in Zion Church, Providence. I met here Dr. Bacon, from Princeton, with the papers of organization of a
new parish in that place, to which I gave my official sanction with great satisfaction; and, at the same time, to the Eev. Mr. Welton, for Cambridge.
On June 4, in 'Christ Church, Ottawa—enlarged and improved almost beyond recognition—I preached, and confirmed two. The increased room has already found occupants, and, of course, enlarged the pecuniary ability of the parish.
June 5, I preached, and confirmed one in St. Andrew's Church, Farmridge.
Friday, June 6, I preached in Lockport, where I had the pleasure of meeting the new Rector, Rev. William Bostwick, who had recently taken charge of Christ Church ? This was the place of his birth, and where, in one week, his childhood was bereft of both his parents. Their memory is still cherished with affectionate respect; and the stone in the grave-yard bears the inscription of remembrance where he and his wife rest from their labors. The lapse of time since Bostwick left Western New-York to plant the Church in Joliet, with the fact that almost all along the intervening years, Missionary services have been continued—that a city has grown up—and that still our Church is in infantile feebleness, without a home, may testify how much toil and patience—hopeful against hope—there must be in our Western population, before Episcopalians gather, or are made, and means combine, to establish in strength a single congregation.
From Lockport, I paid my appointed visitation to this place— preached to the few—and, in the evening, had a business meeting of several influential persons, zealously determined that the Church, so long inert, should rise, and spread herself in strength. An invitation was addressed to the Rev. James De Witt Clinton Locke, of NewYork, and promptly responded to. Our earnest beginning is expanding in still more sanguine promise; and the cutting which struck its first fibres, watered with tears, in the grave of Bostwick, promises now to be a well-spread vine—covering and nourishing a strong " household of faith."
The active young laborer was, yesterday, in your presence, advanced to the priesthood ; and, with our prayers and cordial greeting, we have wished him good success.
St. Matthew's Church, Bloomington, has been for nearly a year without a settled pastor. The Rev. Hugh H. B. Farmar, a clergyman of the Church of England, has kindly supplied it for four months^
at my request, ending at this date. I spent there Sunday, June 8 ; administered the Communion, and preached morning and afternoon. The next day I spent in visiting on the congregation.
O71 Tuesday, June 10,1 went ib Lee Centre; preached in the Academy, and confirmed Jiwe. Through the resolute exertions of the Rev. Mr. Bentley, a church-edifice is approaching its completion, which is chaste and appropriate in its plan and detail.
At Grand Detour, I found the Rev. Charles Todd, who had connected himself with this Diocese by transfer from Connecticut, and with the united parishes of Dixon and Grand Detour. I preached on Wednesday Evening, June 11, in the evening, and confirmed three; and the next day, in the Baptist Church at Dixon, where, I am thankful to say, we shall not be obliged to trespass again on the courtesy of our Christian Brethren, as a church, similar to that at Lee Centre, is as near completion.
June 13.—Preached in the Court House at Sycamore, De Kalb County, where the prospects of the Church are very gratifying. Three persons were confirmed.
In the afternoon, I went and preached at Cortland—the railroad station—where a village seems to be springing up. The services, in which Rev. Mr. Waterbury assisted, were held in an upper room, over a warehouse.
June 14.—Visited the Congregation at Geneva; administered the Communion and confirmed nine, after preaching in the Swedes' Church, kindly given for our use.
I also, at the request of Mr. Waterbury, baptized two children.
Sunday, June 15.—Preached in the Methodist Church, Batavia, Rev. Mr. "Waterbury reading prayers.
In the afternoon, preached, and confirmed two persons in Trinity Church, Aurora, of which the Rev. Rodney S. Nash is now the Rector.
The next morning, in the same church, I married the Rev. Julius H. Waterbury to Miss Jane Brantford, daughter of an influential English Churchman at Batavia.
From Aurora, I went to Peoria, and thence to Pekin, accompanied by Rev. Mr, Cracraft. Preached, and confirmed three—and, after the usual address to the candidates, the Sunday scholars assembled round the chancel, whom 1 catechised. I distributed to them the premiums earned during the year past, and closed with an address to them. It
16 bishop's address.
would be grateful to the Bishop, and valuable to the flocks, if public catechetical exercises formed a more frequent incident in the visitations.
I avail myself of the incident to impress the important duty. The remark has become almost an axiom, " that, in exact proportion as catechising has been practised or neglected, in the same proportion have the public faith and morals been seen to flourish or decline." There is no mode equivalent to it, in its sterling and permanent value, in the hands of the judicious minister or faithful parent. The formulary of the Church for the duty is the best that can be found or written. It is short and simple in expression—clear in its doctrinal distinctions—comprehensive in its topics—and avoids the extension of these into what belongs more to the metaphysics of faith, than to the .great sterling truths necessary to salvation. It should form the basis of the instruction of the young in every parish—and be repeated in every family of our branch of the Church Catholic (in whose tones it so wisely speaks) on each Lord's Day, from the earliest period of capacity to learn it. No substitute should be allowed for it.
The neglect of catechetical instruction through Christian Churches has been a serious change of the last quarter of a century; and the very advance in other means of religious instruction has been, I fear, perverted to the sapping of fundamental training in divine wisdom. I appreciate very deeply the value of Sunday Schools —the extension of religious reading—the efforts to instruct children in the letter of the Bible, with its geography, archaeology, history, and science; but, I fear, if we do not take heed, there may be a curse in the blessings, from the excess of imaginative reading—the literary, and not strictly religious teaching of sacred things—the incompetency of Sunday School teachers—the relaxing of the holy enclosure of the family—and the delegation by Christian parents of the duty and privilege, which cannot be alienated, of " bringing up their children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord."
Results of woe are already showing themselves; and the heartache of many a parent over undisciplined children beginning to attest that the loose family religious training of the last twenty years is about to bear a bitter harvest of social deterioration and domestic unhappiness. The aspect of our times is peculiarly impressive on the neces
sity of early doctrinal instruction. The whole of our Protestant churches are disturbed from the neglect of creeds, and confessions and systematic forms of doctrinal truth; while, in many melancholy delusions, thousands are led off in error and fanaticism, tending necessarily, in the next roll of its muddy wave, to infidelity and hardhearted indifference. The resistance to error is, in consequence, a popular panic. A polemic spirit runs through the religious feeling of private Christians, and vitiates our periodicals: it raises itself as a banner in politics—and the false and the wrong thrive at last, because men sicken with the unhallowed associations, or react in impulse to redeem a supposed injury.
The security of the Church is in the more faithful discipline of the young. The awakening parents to the great truths of Christian Education, and especially to the elementary form of it—the constancy of family and Church Catechism.
On the morning of the 18^^, I preached in Christ Church, Limestone Prairie; meeting friends from Jubilee and Farmington, and, as always in that neat church and parsonage, enjoying highly the services of the sanctuary, and the kindness of the Rector's family. The number confirmed was eight.
After the services at Limestone, I rode to Jubilee College, to attend a meeting of the Trustees of that Institution, That body convened on Thursday.
Friday, June 20, I held a visitation at Zion Church, Brimfield. The Rev. George S. Porter has been Missionary there during the year ; and, after sermon, presented^ve for confirmation. The Rev. Dr. Chase, with others from the College, were present; and the Rev. Mr. Farmar, who traveled with me for several of my succeeding visitations, and has since been rendering assistance to the Rector of St. John's Church, Quincy. He now is at Mendon, to the gratification of that " little flock," as once more having a minister among them.
From Jubilee, to which I returned from Brimfield, I succeeded in reaching Chicago in time for an evening appointment to lay the corner-stone of the new edifice for the congregation of St. James'. The twilight hour of the warm summer's day—the shading trees, older than the teeming city around—the white-robed priests, and circling crowd—the broad foundations of the massive temple, and piles of the bright stone for its walls—were all in keeping with the 2
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solemn work of placing under the oak the " stone of witness," and speaking words of remembrance for duty, sacrifice and hope, the key-note of which was in the far past, where Joshua had brought another Israel into the provided land—whose fathers came from beyond the flood, before whom the wild natives of the soil had been driven out, and a heritage bestowed of blessings for which they had not labored.
Long may our rising Churches stand, and faster still may they multiply ! rich legacies for the unborn, with perpetual light for children's children, high and lifted up, like beacons on the coast, to guide the storm-tost; like watchfires to keep warm and close the battling on the field of life; like household hearth and lamp, to cheer the circle of love that gather round as they come in from labor, care and duty, in the rougher world without. Holy enterprise, to found and build the House of God ! Profound in depth, and wide as the horizon of Heaven to an angel's eye;—to be in any degree measured only by those who have welcomed to their souls the highest form of reason, even Christian faith. It is the great claim of love and trust given by God to the men of this generation, to found endowment, and secure " God's acre ;" to pitch tent for the ark and Shechinah, to welcome the minister to the parsonage home; to anchor within the bail a consecrated tythe of those marvellous treasures which our Western lake and prairie bear on their bosom. It should be our heart's watchword—our hand's glad work. " The Lord of Heaven, He will prosper us, therefore we will arise and build."
On Sunday morning, June 22, I fulfilled my appointment for the Church of St. Ansgarius. The devotional services were conducted in Swedish by the Rector; after which I preached, and then confirmed seven.
The Rectors of St. James' and Trinity having requested a second visitation in their respective parishes, and the small congregation at Carville, where my appointment belonged, not being in immediate preparation for it, I consequently in the afternoon preached and confirmed ^iteera in St. James' Church, and performed similar duty in the evening at Trinity, where the number confirmed was seven. The duty thus, by necessity, condensed into these twenty-four hours, amounted to seven sermons, with the other services.
On Monday morning, I returned again to Jubilee College, for the
purpose of attending the Examinations, and presiding on the occasion of the Annual Commencement. I believe I only repeat what was freely and heartily expressed by the clergy and laity present on these occasions, that we had rarely witnessed better and fairer examinations, or listened to compositions of a higher tone than those delivered by the four speakers on the morning of graduation. I conferred, as President, the degree of Bachelor of Arts on two.
By Friday, June 27, I had returned to Chicago, and passed to Waukegan, where the Rev. Mr. Earmar went with me and assisted in the services. The Rector presented eight for confirmation, including a lady confirmed in private, owing to sickness. This congregation is privileged in having as a pastor my old associate in the Theological Seminary, the Rev. Sylvester Nash, who, since the meeting of the last Convention, has been transferred to us from Pennsylvania. Long may his well-tried influence be exercised in our borders.
Sunday, June 29, I gave to the missionary field of the Rev. S. D. Pulford; and preached in the morning at Woodstock, and in the ■afternoon, twelve miles off, at Marengo. The prospects of the Church at Woodstock are not very promising. At Marengo, the few Episcopalians may, as they are zealous and influential, found a congregation.
The result of my visitations through the Diocese thus far has been highly encouraging. The Church is gaining strength in every way, and although some of the statistics embraced within the year may seem less than the preceding, there is everything but decline in the real progress. I have this year, so far, not consecrated any Church, yet there are at the present in course of erection or about commencing, from twelve io fifteen. The latter number may be completed before the expiration of another Convention year, if they are pressed with the vigor now indicated.
The same remark applies to ordinations ; yet the reception of clergy and the admission of candidates for orders has far exceeded that of any past year in our history.
My ordinations have been that of Rev. C. C. Barclay to the Diaconate, and that of Rev. De Witt Clinton Locke, yesterday, in your presence, to the priesthood.
I have performed in intervals from regular visitations a number of services, preaching frequently as invited. Of these I have no need
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to trouble you with the record. But there is one which the grateful emotions of a father's heart compel me to mark.
On Sunday, August 31, by the permission and request of the Rt. Rev. the Provisional Bishop of New-York, I held a confirmation in Christ Church, Rye, on which occasion eight were presented by the Rector; among them my own four eldest sons.
I preached on the occasion, and addressed the candidates. May God, in His infinite grace, perfect the offering.
The following Clergy have been received into the Diocese. You will joy with me in the unwonted number, and more are coming. Names there are among them, earnest of young well trained ability,, and of matured experience and character:
Rev. Sylvester Nash, from the Bp. of Pennsylvania; " XiMENKS x\lanson Welton, from the Bp. of Connecticut; " Charles J. Todd, from the same ; " William L. Bostwick, from the same ; " Hiram N. Bishop, from the Bp. of Wisconsin ; " John W. Clark, from the Bp. of New-Jersey; " James De Witt Clintoh Locke, from the Bp, of New-York -^ " Lyman N. Freeman, from the Bp. of Ohio ; and " Hugh H. B. Farmak, from, and still of, the Diocese of Gloucester and Bristol, England.
The two following have taken Dimissory Letters:
Rev. Louis L. Noble, to the Diocese of New-York; " F. W. Thomas, Deacon, to North Carolina.
The accession of promised laborers from the new Candidates for Holy Orders is also encouraging. Nine now belong to us ; and, in addition,/?/e applications are pending for admission to the Diaconate, with the reduced qualifications of the Canon of 1853. My mind is not settled enough on the expediency, for the Diocese, in its present condition, of ordinations, under such restrictions, to warrant my immediately admitting these applicants. I have deemed it safer to leave the whole until after the approaching General Convention ; ihs.action of which may make the decision plainer and safer.^
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Candidates for Holy Orders—Nine.
John Reed West, John Wilkinson, Willis De Wolf, Stephen Bayard Hoffman. Nathaniel Taylor Root, Erastus De Wolf, Robert Brunton, Thomas Scott La Due, John Wesley Osborne.
Missionaries and Stations during the year have been as follows ;
Appointments made by the Standing Committee, on my nomination:
lockport, . - .
Pittsfield, - . - .
Limestone and Farmington,
Woodstock,
Farmridge,
Brimfield, . -
Batavia, Geneva, and Sycamore,
Cambridge,
Rev. William L. Bostwick.
" Robert Ryall.
" John Benson.
« S. D. Pulford.
" A. J. Warner.
" George L. Porter.
" Julius H. Waterhury.
" X. Alanson Welton.
By the Domestic Committee, on
Grand Detour and Lee Centre,
Decatur, Macon Co., Providence and Tiskilwa, German Mission, Peoria, Pekin and Tremont, Rock Island,
Grace Church, Pre-emption, Aurora and Oswego, Waverly and Chesterfield,
my nomination :
Rev. James Bentley.
" Stephen R. Child, dec.
" Francis B. Nash.
" Dr. Niglas.
" George Sayres.
" Samuel Goodale.
" C. C. Barclay.
" Rodney L Nash.
" David W. Dresser.
" Gustaf Unonius.
The call and claim for assistance to the weak parishes in supporting the clergymen, and in the aggressive efforts to plant the church
where she is not, are increasing monthly; and how even imperfectly to keep pace, brings much anxiety to a Bishop's mind.
I read much of the scarcity of clergymen—the frequency with which they change their places of labor. I experience both difficulties in Diocesan administration. There may be a variety of causes for these wants and evils. There may be a fickleness to censure and motives to suspect, in individual cases. There is a need, never out of season, for deep-toned appeal to the ministry to be self-denying, to renounce worldly wealth, to be contented and trustful, and to hold on to an appointed post of duty, even if trial abound there, and change beckons with promise of lessened care and larger results.
But, if I may say what I am compelled to feel, there is one cause so fearfully prominent for these evils, there is a state of things so cruel, that I am blinded by it to all the other cause; and its great cry of shame and distress makes feeble and remote the grave appeals, for an unworldly and contented ministry.
It is^ the utterly inadequate support of the hulk of that ministry.
I do not hesitate to affirm, however the remark may be distorted from its honest, godly truth, that the ministry must be better supported—with more honorable obligation—with larger gratitude— before it is possible that its success can be adequate from its present numbers ; or those enter its ranks who would be glad to do so, with earnest, noble hearts, ready to do and suffer in the work—but who now cannot look that way, without confronting a violation of relative duties, and the sacrifice of solemn obligations, for which they would have more cause to supplicate God's forgiveness, than expect the divine blessing. In what I am compelled to know, even in my limited sphere, of the unspoken suffering of toiling brethren—of the galling bondage imposed by cares of worldly maintenance on the spiritual energies; of the collateral difficulties which, uiader other appearances, have the same " root of bitterness"—of the restraint which will not allow the servant of God to seem to feel, let alone complain of these things, or press for his withholden rights.—Oh ! it is mere mockery to preach to such an ear against the love of money, or to question his fidelity, as for the love of filthy lucre, when he changes the pittance doled out to him in one position for a larger—the whole amount of which a brawny ignorant laborer could delve with his spade from a ditch, or earn with his wheelbarrow on the track.
There is a story of a priest of a heathen shrine, on whose arm
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dropped the live coal from the censer that he bore; and he flinched not, lest the sacred utensil should fall to the ground, and his Divinitybe dishonored. I tell you, beloved, there are priests of the Living God, who move on through their hallowed services with that coal lying simmering on their heart; who write their sermons; preach and pray ; visit the sick and well in their cure; have smiles to cheer others ; and tears responsive to other's grief; while the coal on the heart may be burning hotter and deeper—and yet, no cry, no struggle to shake it off. They walk on, bearing the vessels of the Lord, and try to look away from the wounded spirit within, by harder work without.
It is only the just due to our ministry to say, that they are as free from the spirit of covetousness in worldly things, as any body of men of like numbers, standing, and claims, to be found anywhere. They are more careful than any other, not to allow the pressure of maintenance to drive them into pursuits of secular aspect, and not in keeping with the secluded walk of their profession. Love of wealth might become a besetting sin of the clergy—they are men, like others, exposed to this and kindred temptations. History tells us of pampered indulgence, and haughty ambition, too, in the Order; while the care with which history blazons the dereliction may lead to some suspicion that, in the darkest age, a priesthood thus venal and debased was the exception rather than the rule—the spots, and never the disc whollyobscured. But among us, in the reality of our Present, there must be, for such a charge to lie, a change so revolutionary in the entire condition of the amount and mode of maintenance—the work as well as the spirit—the whole being of Society around them—that it is now scarcely within the scope of imagination to realize the existence of such a state of things. But their position is rendered sadly false ; and poverty may create evils strangely akin to wealth and its lusts. Extremes meet in many social and moral problems. The intense exigency of the situation forces them into " thought for the morrow," and brings the inconveniences and evils of this forbidden solicitude in spite of themselves; from which none reluct more than the sufferers, and are more reluctantly dragged into that whirlpool of moral contradictious and bewildering claims ; of false positions, unmerited suspicions, and even direct impeachment. As a Western Bishop, my experience convinces me that the inadequate support which ministers receive, should be regarded as the great cause of th&t portion of hin
drance which the Church is now bewailing in all her borders—of deficiency in the numbers and capacity of her clergy, and the restless spirit of her pastorship.
I beg them to urge, as of paramount, incalculable importance, faithful exertions in the parishes and stations to provide a more liberal and surer maintenance for the clergy ; solemn care in making offers of support—unbending honesty in pledges of salary—and resolute fidelity in exact and punctual payment. Some dioceses have required by canon that each minister shall state, in his annual report, whether the pecuniary obligations have been thus fully and punctually met. The object of this provision is, to shield the delicacy of the minister ; to make the whole a matter in which the corporate honor of the Church is concerned. To elevate the stipend to its graver form of debt due to God ; of which the Church is the Trustee, and the balance is in the Sanctuary. To gather round the lonely and oppressed Brother, whose isolated wrong the unthinking world brands with odium, and perverts into misdemeanor of his.
It is said to^work well.—I do not venture to recommend it, or any specific course, for present action ; though some provision of the kind is embodied in the proposed Canons. Anything that can give the defenceless minister, who would, and does suifer most deeply, rather than complain ; who would die, rather than treat this sacred debt— on record with acknowledgment in God's Book—as a question for an earthly suit; anything that can make him officially protected by the Church's sentiment and inquiry, will be of deep use and expanding effect, in its ramified influence for the purity and progress of the Church in our land.
There are two claims more, which I beg, with brief note, to recall.
First, to reiterate what I have before pressed at length—even in my first Address; and towards which, in all the favorable opportunities of the last four years, not a single step has been taken—that you should adopt and press immediate and effective means for the secure and permanent support of the Episcopate. The plan I defailed at that period has not been tried ; but the interval has not abated my confidence that it could be executed with practical value, in its direct results for the Diocese, and collateral benefit to individual clergymen, in the permanent insurance of their lives.
The second is, the necessity to provide some beneficiary aid in the wealthier parishes for Candidates for Holy Orders, It is an
encouraging sign that the number of these is so rapidly augmenting; and it is not peculiar to our Diocese that nearly all require some as' sistance during the term of study. Jubilee College has never refused, even in her straitened room and means, to give home and maintenance as well as instruction to the young applicants. But she cannot do enough, and, in consequence, candidates are obliged to distribute to other Seminaries where scholarship endowments can be had ; and a choice too relaxed is permitted, from the necessity of the case. They ought to study at home, and form themselves in sympathy with the field of their prospective labor. The remedy for this is in the hands of a few parishes, who can easily, from their abundance, assist in the support of one candidate, selected at their own preference ; or, what is better, sought, found, and sent, with prayer, and blessing, and love, from their own congregation.
It becomes my duty, in a double official capacity, to present to you this year a Eeport of the condition of Jubilee College. The obligation for this is contained in the following article of the charter :
§ 11. It shall be the duty of the Trustees, through the President, to make a true representation every three years, between the Festival of the Nativity of our Lord and Saviour, and the Epiphany, of the affairs of the College or Seminary, to the next Convention of the Diocese; in which an accurate account shall be rendered of all the receipts and disbursements, and the mode in which benefactions have been used, together with such statements concerning the temporal and spiritual welfare of the same, as may give satisfaction that all things have been done well and truly, and according to the will of the founder."
The Reports which have already been offered and so kindly welcomed bj the Convention, bearing on the general state of the Institution, relieve me from a portion of my own duty, and induce me to keep back the intended observations or facts having similar tendency, and echoing a similar sentiment of confidence in the education, discipline, religious training, and advancing promise. My own opinion and confidence in its administration and its efficiency, far beyond the apparent scope of its means, have been often expressed. The Church in Illinois and Christian education have rich cause for gratitude and honor towards its acting head. No language that I could use would surpass my esteem of his pure and upright character, his enduring self-denial, his constancy to the work, through difficulties which
might have induced any man to abandon it, and trials which would have crushed any heart not sustained by holy love. His personal character, so resolute and pure, is in union with intellect well stored, harmonious, and practical, which conceives and executes with equal wisdom, and moves with a tact which inspires respect before the rudest, and wins love even while it awes or corrects. For qualities, power, and character, which such lines faintly show. Dr. Samuel Chase stands before the Church worthy of all its confidence in the situation he has held in that nursery for the young which its founder made an object of the watchfulness and interest of the successive Diocesan Conventions.
A simple and exact statement of its financial relations, will therefore embrace probably all that may be needed to place its affairs, temporal, pecuniary, and educational, sufficiently before you,
Statement of the Fiscal condition of Jubilee College, from 1852 to July 1st, 1856.
The College owned the following real estate at the demise of Bishop Chase in 1852:
The College domain proper, lying in Peoria County, upon which are situated the College buildings, viz.: 5 quarter sections, 160 acres each, making - - 800 acres.
The outlying lands in Peoria County, viz.: lOf quarter
sections, 1,720 acres.
Other lands in different parts of the State, viz.: 3 quarter sections, 480 acres.
3,000 acres.
The most valuable portions for agricultural purposes are the domain proper. The outlying lands in Peoria County are, for the most part, broken bluffs or barrens. The unimproved portions are estimated at from $4 to $8 per acre. The other lands are of little value in themselves, or defective in title.
The amount of property belonging to the College consisting of
real estate, improved and unimproved, buildings, stock, &c,, could not well be ascertained, except by a general estimate.
The amount of indebtedness of the College at the time it passed
into the hands of the Trustees was as follows, viz..
Balance due the estate of Bishop Chase, - - - $10,286 31
Due sundry persons on account and bills payable, exclusive of officers and laborers, . . - - - 4,100 83
Due the officers and others at the close of the fiscal year 1,388 27
$15,775 41
From the outstanding debts due the College at the time of Bishop Chase's death, there has been realized the sum of - $580 96
[It should, perhaps, be added, in explanation of a remark by Bishop Chase on page 214 of The Motto, that, in his estimation, he regarded all debts contracted by him on account of the College as his own, and, consequently, all debts owed by the college as owed to him. Hence, the assertion that the debt due him exceeded $15,000.]
Bishop Chase, in his Will, directed that two-thirds of the sum which should be found due his estate, should be funded in scholarships at 6 per cent., payable in board and tuition to his male descendants. This provision reduced the amount of indebtedness to be met in actual payments to the sum of - - - - $8,336 91
The accounts, as made up for the Trustees for the fiscal year ending July 1st, 1853, exhibited an indebtedness on account to sundry persons of the sum of - - - $4,785 90
Amount due the estate of Bishop Chase not
founded in scholarships, - - 3,428 77 ) $8,214 67
Less sundry credits on account, - - 1,250 01 )
Less bills receivable, - - - - 505 00 f 1,755 01
Indebtedness, -...-- $6,459 66
The debits and credits of the balance sheet for the year ending July 1st, 1854, are as follows, viz. :
Due sundry persons on account, ... - $4,981 77
Less sundry credits on account, - - $1,078 13 )
Less bills receivable, .... 1^020 00 ) 2,098 13
Indebtedness, $2,883 64
The balance of accounts for the year ending July 1st, 1855, showed an excess of debits over that of credits, viz.: - |1,917 51
The books of the College, as balanced July 1st, 1856, make the following exhibit, viz. :
Due sundry persons on account, .... $3,913 53
Credits outstanding, but all available, - $1,476 77 Bills receivable, secured by mortgage or
endorsement, 3,592 12^ 5,068 89
Balance of assets over liabilities, - - - $1,155 36
There have been received from sources outside of the ordinary income of the College up to July 1st, 1856, the following, viz,:
From the Mission of Rev. Dudley Chase to England, $1,878 56
From Miss Clymen's Legacy, - . . . 475 00
From the agency of Rev. E. B. Kellogg, - - - 4,150 00
From the sale of outlying lands, - - . - 1,152 00
From sundries, - - 175 00
The College now owns in real estate the domain proper, upon which stand all the valuable buildings, five quarter sections, ...-..-- 800 acres.
Outlying lands in Peoria County, 4|- quarter sections, 720 acres.
Outlying lands in various Counties, 3 quarter sections, 480 acres.
2,000 acres.
The Buildings consist op
The Chapel and School Rooms, with a wing attached for Library and dormitories, affording accommodation for 30 students. These buildings are of stone.
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The Cottage, originally intended for a dwelling-house, but recentlyfitted up for students, affording accommodation for 20 students. This building is of brick, with wooden wings.
The Boarding-house, accommodating a family, and affording facilities for boarding some 20 or 25 students.
One Professor's house, now occupied as such. Two others, now occupied as boarding-houses, affording facilities for boarding, the one some 12, the other some 15 or 18 studentsThere is also a Store-house, and four tenements occupied as tenant houses ; two situated upon the domain proper, and two others upon the outlying lands.
DIOCESAN SUMMARY.
Visitations—Fifty-five.
Confirmation administered Forty times.
Confirmed.—Two Hundred and Seventy-nine,
Ordinations.—Priesthood, One, Diaconate, One,
Clergymen.—Received, Ten. Dismissed, Two.
Candidates for Holy Orders.—Nine.
Baptisms.—Infants, Nineteen. Adults, Three.
Funerals.— One,
Marriages.—Two,
Sermons and Addresses.—-One Hundred and Forty-three.
It remains only for me now to commend you in your " solemn, assembly, and your individual ministry of work and love to the constant guidance and blessing of the Triune God. Our fellowship in this work is with the Crucified and Ascended Saviour; striving in th©
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discipline of our own souls, and in faithful labor for the souls of others, to advance the influence of the Gospel, to extend the Church and her purity, as at last to be the spotless Bride of Christ.
Tor this ministry we need fidelity, earnestness, and zeal. We must have clear and uncompromising views of doctrinal truth, deeptoned reverence for the Church in all her relations of worship and discipline ; and " contend earnestly for the" whole " faith once delivered unto the saints." But at no time, perhaps, more than the present, is it needful that fervent zeal should be combined with Christian moderation—private feeling be placed under the control of soundest judgment, and charity expand to its calmest, purest exercise. We live and move in the midst of a Conflict of Opinions which is a state always painful and dangerous, while it is one which the Great Head of the Church overrules for her ultimate blessing and benefit. The natural tendency of it is to divide and exasperate within itself, the " household of faith," and lower the influence of the honest heart and hand of the Church, by the repulsive spectacle and self-canceling efforts of a distracted and divided house. In the struggle for Unity, stringently defined and practised, we may break the real Unity of Christ's Body, and violate the sympathies of its holy Brotherhood. We must, indeed, be faithful to all committed to us ; but in meekness and modesty, charity and patience, wisdom and love, " keeping the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace."
May He, whose reserved legacy was the precious gift, breathe into our hearts the spirit of this peace ! that nothing may divert us from the work, or throw discredit on our integrity in it, of " doubtful disputations or questions that gender strife." Let our united and yet manifold effort be to attain the true end of our Ministry, the advancement of God's glory in the salvation of the souls of men; marking out the highway of the Lord by the holiness of doctrine and sacrament—of worship and instruction—of discipline and godly usages; but more than all, in the purity and Christ-like example of our own lives. " Therefore," my beloved Brethren, " I beseech you that ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called, with all lowliness and meekness, with long suffering, forbearing one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace."
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The Academic Year is composed of three Terms, commencing on the First Wednesday in October, First of January, and First of April.
Students in Theoln<;y, who are candidates for Orders, will receive their Board, Tuition, Koom-rent, Fuel, and use of Library, without charge; provided they render some two hours' service per day in teaching or other duties relative to the order and management of the Junior Department.
One hundred and fifty dollars, paid quarterly in advance: $50, October 1st; $50, January 1st; and $50, April 1st. This sum, in ordinary cases, will cover all expenses for the Academic Year of forty weeks, viz.:
Board, Tuition, Koom-rent, Fuel, Use of
Library $120 00
Books, Stationery, Light, Washing, &c.,
estimated at 30 00
$150 00
The sum of $150 is supposed to meet only the expenses enumerated. For anj' other than the above, an advance must be made. Bed, bedding and towels, as well as furniture of the room, except stove, bedstead and table, to be furnished by the studelit. Single beds only are used.
The incidental expenses of books, washing, &c., depend much upon the character and habits of the scholar, as well as the studies pursued.
All articles of clothing, including woolen garments, must be marked with the owner's name in full.
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